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ADDEESS OP THE EDITOE. 



The following excellent little Tolnme, 
printed in the year 1712, was, as the pre- 
face informs us, translated from the life of 
St. Weaefride, written by Robert of Shrews- 
bury. The first editor of this translation 
was Fkther Alford, a J^esnit ; a second edi- 
tion of it was gviren by J. P. of the same 
erder, of wh«m the editor of 1712 supposes 
to have been the same person with Father 
Alford,. as the initials agree with the real 
name of this pious and learned man John 
Flood. The edition of 1712 was given to 
the public by F. Metcalf, who was also a 
Jesuit. The work itself is written in a style 
of such sweet and amiable simplicity, and 
possesses so much of that unction, which is 
best known by its effects upon the soul of 
the reader, but is incapable of being de- 
scribed, that the editor of the present edi- 
tion has been careful to make no ^^kvt^-^ 
alteration than the coTTfec\.\o\i ol ^ "i^^ Vw^js.- 
curacicB of grammar, ani. Bom^ Oo^^^^^^*^ ^ 
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quaint expressions. Many miraculous 
events are recorded in this little volume, 
which the pious reader will know how to 
turn to proper advantage. The miracles of 
which we read in the lives of St. Wenefride 
and oiher saints, are not to be rejected, 
merely because they are miraculous, and 
out of the ordinary course of nature. 
Upon this ground the Holy Scriptures, 
whichy as to the historical part of them, are 
ona continued series of miracles, might be 
rejected, aa incredible, or a» fabulous. Such 
extraoBdinary events are to be received with, 
caution, but when authenticaJly attested, 
aire to be held in veneration. Ko real 
Catholic will deny, that God Ims in every 
age, since its first establishment, distin- 
guished His true Chui-ck by miracles. 
These extraordinary interpositions of Divine 
Providence may have been less frequent ia 
one age than in another, but have never en-i 
tirely ceased. This truth the- lives of the 
saints testify in the most authentic and 
satisfactory manner, and most of the mira- 
cles recorded in their genuine histories 
cannot be denied, except upon grounds that 
would equally invalidate the miracles of our 
Saviour. As to the miracles related of St. 
Wenefride in her life- time, the judicious 
Mr. Butler, in his life of this great saint, 
observes, that as we do not know what 
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voucliers Eobert of Salop, the original Lis- 
torian, had, the credibility of these facts is 
left to every one's discretion. The pious 
reader, knowing that all things are in the 
power of God, and that He has frequently 
wrought miracles far more astonishing than 
those here recorded in favour of His ser- 
vants, will read these events with becoming 
sentiments of God's infinite power and good^ 
ness. 

To the miracles which happened at the 
translation of the relics of St. Wenefride, in 
the year 1138, Eobert of Salop was himself 
an eye- witness. The great veneration of our 
ancestors for this saint is a proof of her 
eminent sanctity, and past ages are unani- 
iBOus in their testimony of the extraordinary 
favours granted to those who have invoked 
her intercession^ Some of these are faith- 
fully recorded in the latter part of this 
little volume ; and the pious reader will find 
that even in this our age, Almighty God 
still honours the memory of the glorious 
St. Wenefride, and verifies the truth of the 
address, which, in imitation of our pious 
ancestors, we make to her in the Litany of 
Intercession for England, " Holy St. Wene- 
fride, even in this unbelieving generation, 
still miraculous, pray for us." 

But as the work itself obviates \w ^ ^^^ 
judicious and inaB\ier\^ maxaiet 'Oisa <^^^•5^ 
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iiuns tilut are u^uallj started bj the in 
crcilulous aud the free-thinker, it will be 
BiipoiUuouti to make asj further observa- 
tioiiH upon thits point. The air of pielj 
wluch tnid little volume breathes; the acU 
luirable lessons of virtue which it delivers, 
and the examples of pietj which it holds 
out to our view, in a manner of all others 
the most engaging, are alone sufficient to 
recommend it to the notice of every Chris- 
tian who desires to advance in the path to 
perfection. The present editor acknow* 
ledges with gratituae the pleasure which he 
has derived U-om the perusal of it. It is the 
ardent wish of the editor, that those who 
read this volume may lay it down with in- 
creased sentiments of the divine power and 
goodness, and inflamed with more ardent 
desires of devoting their lives faithfully to 
the service of their Creator. 

SOLI DEO GLORIA. 

January, 1817. 
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I 

Ifc 18 tt> jou; of Vhat degree and condition* 
ioe?er, that I dedicate tliese few^ slieets*. 
You in equity claim a> ngliir to tfaem, abore- 
the rest of Great BHtain;* because with' 
painful yet cheerful steps, you measure^ 
journeys from the remotest part of our- 
island, to the miraculous head of the holy 
spring, where you mix with the rapid cur- 
rent warm tears of perfect contritfion, ancb 
shivering in the stream, you look up' 
to that omnipotent power, which raised 
St. "Wenefride to such 'eminent sanctity 
and glory. I have seen tender Tirgins, 
who would look pale and tremble at «. 
northern blast, sinking t\i<a\iv%^N«^ \xxi^« 
water, offering their toy?b wi^ ^^vj^t^ ^>sc 
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as great alacrity aa if they Tiad been par- 
taking of the most transporting Joys upon 
earth. The interior fire of divine lore got 
the upper hand of the cold element, and 
flaming petitions mounted up to bring down 
expected blessings. No complaint was 
heard, except this pious one, that they knew 
little of the merits of the saint ; only, that 
this was the place of her martyrdom, and 
that it was famed for loiraculous cures botk 
of soul and body. This valuable considera- 
tion engaged me to undertake vfhjBik I here 
offer unto you, not to gratify curiosity, but 
to promote piety and devotion. 

The life of St. Wenefride was first writ- 
ten by St. Elerius, who is frequently men- 
tioned in it ; from him Bobertus Salopiensis. 
collected and supplied, especially what re- 
lated to the translation of her holy body,, 
and being the chief agent in bringing the 
same to his monastery. This Bobert, the 
worthy prior of Shrewsbury, (who after- 
wards, for his great talents, was chosen 
abbot,) wrote the saint's life, soon after the 
translation of that treasure, which was in 
the year of our Lord God, 1138. His sin- 
cerity is much commended by Cardinal 
Baronius, Surius, Pitts, and Possevinus. It 
was penned by him in Latin, and dedicated 
to Guannus, that what he presents him 
with, is from the ancient and undoubted 
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monumenis and records of such monasteries 
and churches as the virgin is known to have 
lived in ; as also from the depositions o£ 
venerable priests, worthy of all credit, for- 
their religious profession, sanctity of life, 
and great learning. That he omits what i» 
less certain, as her journey to Borne, and 
other passages, v^t sufficiently attested. So 
nice and scrupulous was the good prior not. 
to recommend anything to> posterity which 
was not indisputable matter of fact. It i» 
tfiue, he ought to have ol^rved the rules of 
an exact historian, ks to the years of her life,, 
death, and tvanslation, which he omitted^ 
However, out of other classical aoM'hors I 
Bet down the* centuries^ 

To- proceed wi*h greater security, I alflo 
take for my guide,, that learned antiquary 
and accurate annalist, the Be v. Father 
Michael Alford^ S. X, who, in his second 
tome, printed Anno 1663, treats at large this 
subject; I likewise read attentively the 
Church History of the Eev. Father Serenus 
Creasy, set forth in the year of our Lord 
1668, who, in the preface acquaints the 
reader, that although great part of this 
volume is owing to Father Alford, he has 
other ancient records to assist him in carry- 
ing on the work. This religious author 
being of the holy order oC ^\.. ■^«^^^v^^^ 
natural]/ supposed U\al Vie TcA^xt Vw& ^vi^'^ 
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inaf)ii8cri|)fs in custody, as came tiot to 
other writers, which possibly had been 
secured by the body at the dissolution of 
the monasteries. Neither of them vary as 
to. the relation of her life and death, they 
only differ in a name or two, Tiz., Trebuith 
for Thewith, and Caradocus for Cradocus, 
who imbrued his hands in the holy virgin's 
sacred blood. 

Doubtless, you will observe, that thi# 
edition ef St. Wenefride's life is rattier ai 
M'^impressibOy.with some amendments, of the« 
former book, set forth in the year 1)636^ by 
Jl F. of the Society of Jbsus, which he tran- 
slated from a very ancient (as he deelibres]^ 
and authentical manuscript of Eobert, prior 
of Shrewsbury. The two first letters of his* 
name, and calculation of the time when 
Father Alford lived, brings to my thoughts, 
l^at very probably it was he who Englished 
it; for €ressy tells me in his preface, that 
although the mentioned author published 
his tomes under the borrowed names of 
Alford, alias Griffith, his real paternal name 
was Jbhn Flood. I owe so much deference 
to the memory of this learned man, whose 
merits are known By his elaborate works, 
and who had the perusal of the most ancient 
records of Britain,, that you will find little 
more than the substance of your former 
book, yet must have leave to say, that the 



PREFACE. 13 

English of it is so obsolete, and the tacking 
of the words together so much differing 
from the present way of writing, that most 
people desired it might appear something 
more polished ; I may add, that it is a diffi- 
cult matter to procure a copy ; and on this 
account, those devoted to our sacred patro- 
ness languished after a fresh supply from 
the press. 

I have kept myself close to the historical 
part, that although frequent opportunities 
invited to enlarge, I absolutely refused to 
make any additions of my own. I have 
rather abbreviated, when I concluded some 
periods not very material ; and this to lessen 
a bulk. A few occurrences are reduced to 
proper places, and some passages are re- 
duced from Holy Scripture, to set in a truer 
light the virtues of St. Wenefride and 
others. What is said of St. Beuno*s no- 
bility, I relate out of unquestionable manu- 
script, and I presumed that the supplement 
of a few miracles would add fuel to the fire 
of devotion. You will find me faithful to 
the author ; my only apprehension^ is, that I 
have been deficient in the saint's due praises. 
Some, perchance, may think I am too liberal 
in the eulogium, for we are fallen into 
an age of infidelity, and we are dreadfullv 
overrun with Deists, I wish not ^vOL 
Atheists too, who aap \.\i^ nw^ iQi>M:k^»^^'^ 
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of revealed religion, and allow equal credit 
to the Alcoran and Thalmud as to the Old 
and New Testament. Such as will not 
believe that the rod of Aaron commanded 
streams from a dry rock, or that Lazarus, 
rotting in his tomb, returned to life, will 
ridicule St. Wenefride's well, and her resus- 
citation. As if there were no medium between 
too credulous a belief, and the madness of 
believing nothing at all, when shocking our 
wild fancy, though backed with the strongest 
evidence of human reason. 

Others, by the misfortune of education 
(whom I truly compassionate) will be some- 
thing out of humour, when they find un- 
doubted miracles in that Church which they 
reject ; when they see that the primitive 

Eastors, as St. Beuno, whose feast is cele- 
rated on the 14th of January, and St. 
Elerius's on the 13th of June, exhorted 
high, noble, and beautiful virgins to re- 
nounce the world, and to consecrate them- 
selves wholly to their blessed Bedeemer, by 
religious vows ; that on this account St. 
Wenefride offered herself a sacrifice, to pre- 
serve her vowed virginity ; which pure obla- 
tion was so acceptable to God, that He re- 
compensed it with such a stupendous mira- 
cle, as neither the precedent (says Oressy) 
nor subsequent ages of the Church (save 
that at St. Faurs decollation) could afford 
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one to equal it. These men are unwilling 
to hear how St. Beuno despised his here- 
ditary patrimony and glory, to become a 
poor minister of the gospel : how in primi- 
tive times the Holy Mass was offered to the 
Eternal Father, to apply the fruits of our 
redemption ; how saints' reliques were hon- 
oured, and praying for the faithful departed 
was practised, as St. Elerius confided St. 
Wenefride would do for his soul, he being 
of opinion that she would survive him, Ac. 
If these Christian articles are to be set 
aside and antiquated, by consequence, gene- 
ral councils, canonized doctors, and ancient 
histories, must be suppressed and repealed, 
as delivering and encouraging the same 
primitive doctrine. 

Quick-sighted Alford foresaw it expedient, 
if not necessary, to solve an objection, which 
such captious critics mi^ht glory in, viz. : 
Why Ven. Bede makes no mention of glo- 
Hous St. Wenefride in his history? He 
answers, (Ad. An. 660, Num. 37.) that 
Bede, Malmesbury, Huntington, and other 
ancient authors who wrote at large of some 
saints, are silent in the prayer of our virgin 
martyr, because they only recorded the acts 
and monuments of their respected saints 
and churches. Yen. Bede, m particular, 
declares he only designed to wrlCe tV^'^ Vcv^- 
tory of his own nation, \<i\xvc\i'««iA \>ckft'^^'^ 
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lith Saxon ; h^nce, he makes no mention of 
St. Patrick, St. Ursula, of tbe SainU David, 
Dubriiius, Kentigern, who were illustrioiui 
liglits of the British Church. Alford adds, 
that there being an irreconcileable separa- 
tion betwixt the Britons and Saxons, not 
only as to the distance of place, but like- 
wise as to tempers and affections, all man- 
ner of commerce was interdicted ; insomuch, 
that Yen. Bede, who lived and died in the 
North of England, could not have such cer- 
tain knowledge of what passed in the West 
as to insert it in his history. 

In this little undertaking I looked on 
myself as a debtor to the unwise as well as to 
the wise ; (Bom. i. 14.) therefore, in hand- 
line the subject, I have avoided all quaint 
and uncommon expressions, as miglit require 
study in the vulgar. Plainness of style 
without theatre dress, best become those 
who write to inform and edify the meanest 
state and condition. I will not detain you 
any longer, (my dear devout pilgrims,) yet 
before I take my leave, I most humbly and 
earnestly crave a charitable remembrance at 
the holy well, and I faithfully assure you of 
a grateful return. We are all of us pas- 
seugers in this world, and no more than 
fetrangers and sojourners upon earth. Let 
us unite in prayer for a happy finishing of 
our journey, that .after thiii mortal pil- 
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grimage we may safely arrive at the glo- 
rious fountain of eternal ]ife, where we 
shall be inebriated with a torrent of plea- 
sure, rendering thanks, loving, and adoring 
our most merciful and omnipotent God, 
world without end. 
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Maut are tlie eyident moiires of credi- 
bility, clearly distinguishing tbe unspotted 
Church of Jesus Christ from the heterodox 
persuasions, which are built on private fancy, 
and for^the most part on faction. Among 
the rest, consummate sanctity and unde- 
niable miracles, challenge their due places. 
The Holy Apostles, before they separated 
to promulge the gospel through the uni- 
verse, in the symbol of faith, instructed 
future ages, that the spouse of Christ, pur- 
chased with the effusion of His most sacred 
blood, is holy : I believe in the Holy Catho- 
lic Church. ^ Sects pretending to r^klv^^-vv^ 
or to speak more propetX'j ,\^^ Q,XL\.<i "^ 
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able liberty, \v1iich powerfully invifces. and 
brings oyer vast crowds of loose proselytes. 
As to miracles, which set a seal on the true 
faith, the immortal Son of God has assured 
uff, that those who believe in Him, shall do 
greater wonders than He wrought Himself. 
(St. John, xiv. 12.) The life of St. Wene- 
fride is yery conspicuous, as to both these 
genuine marks of miracles and sanctity ; as 
it will more clearly appear by her wonder^ 
iul actions, and the several steps by which 
she arrived at so high a state of perfection. 
In the seventh age after man's redemp- 
tion, flourished many saints of both sexes. 
I shall only mention those chiefly concerned 
in this short history. St. "Beuno, the glo- 
rious instrument of St. Wenefride's second 
life and sanctity, was bon;i of noble parents, 
in Montgomeryshire, at the fall of the river 
Rhyw into the Severn, therefore, call^ 
Aberhyw. His father, Binsi, descended 
'lineally ft-om Cadell, prince of Gleiswig, 
and his mother derived h,er p.edigree from 
Anna, (who wns married to the king of 
Picts,) sister to the mighty and renowned 
king Arthur, who departed happily this life, 
and was interred at Glastonbury, in the 
year 542. His grandfather was Saint Gun- 
delcius, and he was near related to several 
eminent saints ; amongst the rest, he was 
cuUHiu Herman to Saint Kentigern, Bishop 
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of Glasgow, who, forced from Scotland, 
founded the hishopric of Saint Anaph, from 
his disciple of that name, whom he left to 
govern that church. 

Young Beuno was educated under the 
direction of a holy man, called Saint Dange- 
sius, and he advanced so fast in perfection, 
that he spent two or thi^e days and nights 
in prayer, so that he was drawn with reluc- 
tancy to refresh fainting nature. He took 
an early surfeit of worldly vanity, he re- 
nounced the flattering allurements of terene 
pleasures, and exchanged the glittering gran- 
deur of an opulent fortune for the poor habit 
of a monk ; resolving to spend the remainder 
of his days in the practice of evangelical 
<!OU!Bsels. Being well settled, and thoroughly 
grounded in the apostolical institute, he ob- 
served the following laudable practice, to 
promote the honour of his Creator :" When 
lie had built a church and monastery, and 
there established regular discipline, he re- 
moved to some other part of the country, 
to perform the like duty to God. So that 
in a few years, he became a common father 
to numerous religious, who respected him 
as their holy founder. 

This zealous monk, liaving finished his 
monastery, at Clynoc Vaws, in Carnarvon- 
shire, found himself powerfullY u\%^\x^^ v^ 
visit his relations, \n "\J\u\\.^\\\t^. \x.S» 
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lie li&d long before bid adieu to all ties of 
flesh and blood, but he understood this call 
as a voice from heaven. A rich and potent; 
lord, in that part of Nortli Wales, where 
now the holy well is, had married the vir- 
tuous and noble lady Wenlo, sister to St. 
Beuno. His name was Thewith, some write 
him Trebwith; but a manuscript now before 
Tne of one of the most learned antiquaries 
of the last age, says his name was Tyvid. 
'Pliese parents of St. Wenefride, by an ex- 
emplary and truly christian life, surpassed 
their high extraction. They reckoned solid 
virtues as tlie most distinguished qaality, 
and they pitied vicious potentates, who are 
contemptible in the eyes of the K.\n^ of 
hiiigs. St. "Wenefride, the glory of West 
Britain, was born in the troublesome reign 
of King Oadwallawn ; and St. Beuno made . 
his visit to his brother-in-law's house, in the 
reign of King Eluith,* the second of that 
name. The venerable monk, having with 
much humility, and great modesty, made 
himself known, told them, that he was sent 
by Almighty -Q-od, to honour Him there, as 
he had done in other places; and tliat he 
]ieither expected nor craved any other fa- 
vour, than a small parcel of his large terri- 

* Eluith was not kin?, but the second man from 
the Vine or chief magistrate. — See Bu,tler*8 Saints 
LiveSf Nov, 8. 
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lories, sufficienfc to build a cliarch on ; 
" wliere others, with myself," said he, " will 
daily pray for your safety and happiness.'* 

Thewith, (I shall style him so for the 
future,) was not in the miserable catalogue 
of those thoughtless blind worldlings, whd 
are prodigal in yanity and osteatatioo, bwb 
start and frown at the first proposad of part- 
ing with small matters for the advantage of 
their souls. No, he looked forward with 
other eyes, towards a more permanent being 
than here upon solid earth; therefore re- 
turned the following answer : ** With good 
reason, holy father, I am obliged to give 
you a part of the lands I now possess, for 
His sake and service, who bestowed them all 
upon me. You have pleasured me in ask- 
ing this charity, which is more advantageous 
to me than to you, who propose it. There- 
fore, from this very day, I do absolutely 
alienate from myself and my posterity, this 
manor I now live in, and with joy I surren- 
der unto you all my right and title, and I 
put you into possession. I humbly beg a 
favour, that having one only child, a tender 
virgin, who is my special comfort, you will 
instruct her in heavenly documents, that 
her life and conversation may be holy, pleas- 
ing to God, and joyful to her parents." 
After this generous settlement, tUe w^^Wv^av. 
man made choice of a dvjeWm^^^^'aX.^xwOs* "ixi^t 
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distant from the place he had giyen to St. 
Beuno; where on a hill he could see the 
church, where the Beryants of God praised 
their Maker. 

As Constantine the Great, at the build- 
ing of St Peter's Basilic, divested himself 
of his imperial rohes^ took up the spade, 
broke ground, and carried twelve baskets of 
earth, in honour of the twelve apostles, to 
cast into the foundatiosv in testimony of his 
devotion to the primitive princes of Chris- 
tianity; so in imitation of this heroic pat- 
tern, the noble Lord Thewith set aside 
state and birth, many times putting his own 
hands to the holy work. Tiiis he did to enw 
courage others, and to contribute, in some 
sort, to the finishing of the fabric. Tht» 
church being made fit to offer in it the di- 
vine sacrifice, he and his spouse, with their 
only child, were daily present at Holy Mass. 
They had this pious custom, to place their 
daughter at the saint's feet, at the time of 
his exhortations to the people, advising her 
to give attention to his excellent doctrine. 
This was not necessary, although religiously 
suggested by pious parents, for she was so 
much transported with a holy delight in 
hearing him preach, that she frequently 
visited him alone, to discourse of self-know- 
ledge and christian performances. 
- It was her parents' intention to marry 
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her to some nobleman of the country, and 
to bestow on her a most plentiful fortune ; 
but her ever-blessed [Redeemer, in those 
tender years, was disposing her sweetly for 
His service. By St. Beuno's frequent dis- 
courses, she understood how great, how 
good and how glorious, the Heavenly Spouse 
was ; that voluntary virgins are like angels 
upon earthy that they follow the Lamb 
wherever He goes— ^Apoc. xiv.) That the 
honours of the world are vain, and its plea- 
vures short-lived •; so that the very thought 
of an earthly husband became hateful unto 
iier. Wherefore she resolved to keep her* 
self undefiled, and to consecrate her pure 
virginity to the Lord of heaven aiad earth. 
One main difficulty occurred, how to render 
her parents favourable to this heavenly calL 
She burned with the love of Ood, and at 
the same time she resolved to fulfil the 
tsommandment of konouring father and 
mother. In this struggle betwixt divine 
vocation and christian duty^ the bestower of 
•all Lights put her into the method how to 
prepare the way towards her happiness, by 
making use of St. Beuno as a glorious in- 
strument. 

This holy man was honoured as a saint by 
her parents, and by consequence she knew 
very well that he had great power and ©.w.- 
thority with them, and V\\e^ ^<i\3\^ xs^a^. ^^ 
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ject any reasonable request made by Iiim, 
such as she took bers to be. Impatient of 
losing time, for completing ber design^ 
having found bim one day alone, and at 
liberty, sbe acquainted him with the holy 
fruits of bis moving discourses, and after a 
▼ery pathetic manner, humbly petitioned for 
his zealous concurrence, in preserving the 
rich treasures ot* her virp^inity, which she 
resolved never to part with for all the offers 
the flattering world could make her. St. 
Beuno was agreeably surprised at this most 
welcome news ; for, as St. Paul, he desired 
all to be like unto hioiself. (I Cor. xi. 1.) 
He had unshaken confidence iu G-od's 
power and goodness, that He who had be- 
gun the work would give it the finishing 
stroke. Moreover, being no stranger to the 
singular piety of those he was to treat with, 
he cheerfully undertook the task, to the 
inexpressible satisfaction of the expecting 
virgin. 

We cannot read without flowing tears, 
how faithful Abraham, in obedience to 
God's command, had his hand lifted up to 
aacrifice his son* Isaac, his only-begotten 
son, whom he loved : (Q-en. xxii. 2) not so 
much as demurring at the first iutimatioa 
of the Omnipotent ; perhaps it may move 
to devotion, by a serious consideration, how 
the Lord Thewitb entertained this uu<« 
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expected petition of liis dear cliild. Besides 
the internal gifts of grace, the apparent vir- 
tues, which charmed her devout parents, 
her stature was well proportioned, her face 
was matchless, her modesty equalled her 
beauty, qualifications much admired by 
mankind. She was the agreeable ohject of 
their eyes, the support of their family, and 
the prospect of their happiness upon earth« 
Yet, no sooner had St. Beuno delivered his 
sentiments, as to the nature of the offering ; 
that it was a sort of holocaust to sacrifice 
their ajffections, and to bequeath to their 
Ood the dearest creature in the world, 
whom they loyed more than they did them- 
selves ; with other persuasive reasons to 
tire same effect, tlie holy man, I say, had no 
sooner •ended Ims discourse, than, contrary 
to the weakness of other fend parents, tears 
of joy came trickling down Lord Thewith's 
cheeks, who with his spouse broke out in 
'the praises of Jesus Christ, for so highly 
favouring their only child. They then 
ealled for their daughter, and gave her full 
and free leave to forsake the world, wishing 
lier a happy progress in the way of perfec- 
tion. They likewise declared that the Hea- 
venly Spouse havtiog made choice of her, 
they intended to make Him heir of what 
they designed for her dowry, by dia^c^vocv^ 
of the samOi to His gre&t ikoiiOMT » Vc^ ^v^n^.^ 
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aiici religious usesw Thej drew also tliis ad. 
vantage to themselves, of renouncing the 
world, so far as was consistent with persons 
in their station. Thej entered into a firm 
resolution of giving to the poor great part 
of theif pl^neelj wealth, of retiring from 
worldly noise and hurry, that with an un- 
depending freedom, thej might be more 
absolute masters of short time, to provide, 
and send before them, never-ending trea- 
sures to heaven. 

The pious virgin receiving this coveted 
grant, concluded that she could never re- 
turn Bufficient thanks to God for the favour. 
She watched whole nights in the church, 
either kneeling or prostrate before the 
altar^ where she imagined to heraelf 
that she was- in her immortal Spouse's pre* 
sence chamber. Contemplation raised her 
up into admiration of His infinite perfec- 
tions; so that to hear Jesus Christ only 
named brought joyfiil tears into her ejetf 
from a flaming heart. iPure delights Over- 
flowed her soul ; and looking towards hea- 
ven, the world aj^eared base and con>- 
temptible. To add fuel to this pleasing fire, 
she procured a little oratory near unto St. 
Beuuo's cell, to visit him with greater ease 
in the day-time, and in silent night to prac- 
t/ce Iter m&8ter*B spiritual lesaow^. 
^he implacable enemy ol* ma\ik\vi^> ^vxsv 
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pectiDg iliafc such high beginnings of perfec- 
tion in tender years, might prove a powerful 
invitation to other noble virgins, of despising 
themselves and the world, employed one of 
his incarnate emissaries to defeat the de- 
sign of the Holy Ghost. What hell cannot 
effect by its own immediate suggestions, it 
too frequently brings about by the insinuat- 
ing arguments of lewd mortals. Wherefore, 
such as induce others to forfeit divine grace 
by mortal sin, are detestable instruments af 
rebellious Imcifer. As the d^viil put into 
the heart of Judas Iscariot to betray the 
Son of GJ-od, (John xiii. 2.) he cast an impure 
flame into thQ. heairt of Cradocus, King 
Alen's son, to commit a sacrilegix)us rape on 
Christ** lovely spouse. He was sottishly 
enamoured. T^ith the charms of her person, 
not casting an eye on the beauty of her 
virtues;, so waited for an opportunity to 
gratify his brutish passion, which thus 
happened., One Sunday, St. Wenefride's 
parents being gone to church before her, 
and she for a short space detained at home 
on a charitable account soon to follow after ; 
the prince having intelligence, entered tUe 
house, under pretence of business with the 
Lord Thewith. At first, t\\^ Vi<j\^ \K«v^^^^'^ 
at bU suspecting \ua \Ti«\x\Ci«t\V5 ^ <s^ ^^^^^ 
received hint very co\3LTteo\3L^l •» vV^^»'«^ 
humble ai)ology tot V^^t \jca'«^'*^^^^ 
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entertain one of his rojal birth: "But, if 
you -please," added she, *' to repose yourself 
m a more convenient room till divine service 
is ended, my father will be at liberty to 
serve you." To this candid and obliging 
answer of the bashful virgin, Cradocus, now 
more than ever inflamed with sinful desires, 
replied in the greatest disorder, that nothing 
could be more agreeable than to stay in her 
company, since it was then solely in her 
power to make him happy. If she complied 
with the ardent desires of a passionate 
lover, she might expect all the happiness his 
power and quality was capable of bestowing 
upon her. 

Although the virgin blushed and trembled 
at the immodesty of this wicked proposal, 
yet being perfectly present to herself, in the 
dangerous occasion, and fortified with di- 
vine grace and light from heaven,^ slxe 
answered, that there was not the least 
doubt to be made of enjoying honours, 
wealth, and worldly happiness, by being es- 
poused to so noble a prince ; that she was 
in great confusion, to be so suddenly sur- 
prised, in such mean attire, not becoming 
his presence : " Wherefore, permit me," 
said she, "to enter my chamber adjoin- 
ing to this, to better my dress." Cra- 
docus in the heat of his passion, unwillingly 
gave ear to the virgin's petition, yet could 
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not refuse a request accompanied with so 
much modesty aud seemiug deference to his 
quality. She no sooner got clear of so im- 
pudent a guest, but slipping out privately 
by another door, she immediately ran towards 
the church, sure of meeting with protection 
there from so villainous an attempt. Mean- 
time, the prince, impatient of so long a 
delay, and not without some suspicion of 
what had happened, rushed into the room, 
to which she retired ; not finding her there, 
he pursued her so eagerly, that he overtook 
her on the descent of the hill, before she 
could gain the church. There, with a 
drawn sword in his hand, and fury in his 
face, he threatens to separate her head from 
her body^ unless she quickly consented to 
his will. 

Here, methinks, appeared a lively repre* 
seutation of the anguish and perplexities on 
every side, of ohaste Susanna, whose honour 
and conscience were tempted by the two 
lascivious judges. If she consented, it was 
death to her, and if she did not, she would 
not escape their hands. — (Dan. xiii. 22.) 
The noble Israelite came to this final resolu« 
lion; it is better for me, without the act, to 
fall into your hands, than to sin in the sight 
of our Lord. Oh ! that Christians had 
such horror and detestation of mortal «»v^. 
as to look upon it as mote \j[\^^<i\XA^Jo^^' 
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ful than violent death. St. WeDefride was 
of that settled opiDion ; she had two sorts of 
death waiting for an answer, a separation of 
the soul from the body, or a separation of 
the soul from God : she did not balance on 
the matter, but undauntedly and heroically 
replied : " That by her parents' approbation, 
she was holily espoused to the Son of Ood, 
who infinitely exceeds £^11 power and beauty 
ppon earth, that she would be £siithful and 
<x>netant in her pure affections, and rather 
lose her life^ than admit any rival.. Neither 
shall your menaces and terrors," said she, 
" draw me from the sweetness of His love, 
nor so overawe me, as to mak^ me recede from, 
executing what I h<9ive promised." As it 
happens sometimes, that despised carnal 
love turns into rage, so it fared with bari- 
barous Cradocus> w$o seeing himself scorned 
(as he thought)^ gave such a deadly blow tp. 
the virgin's neck^ that the first strpke 
severed the hec^d fi^ow the body: which fall- 
ing upon the descent of the hlll^ rolled 
down to the churchy where the congregation 
were, kneeling before the altar. As they 
were terrified with the bloody object of her 
head, so they were astonished to behold a 
clear and rapid spring, gushing out of that 
spot of ground her head had first fallen 
upon, which to this very day is visited from 
lUl parts, by devout pilgrims. The place of 
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her mailriTrdpm had, before her death, the 
name of the Dry Yallej, or Barren Bottom, 
which was changed into the title of Finhon^ 
which in old Welch signifies a fountain or 
well. It was also observed, that the stones 
of the well were tinctured, as it were, ¥rith 
blood, to perpetuate the memory of what 
she shed for the love of Christ ; and in pro- 
cess of time it was taken notice of, that the 
moss growing round the well had a very 
fragrant smelly as an emblem of the odour 
of her angelicabvirtues. 

To close the last act of this inhuman 
tragedy, and to relate the dreadful stroke of 
divine justice on the cruel tyrant, we are to 
premise, with brevity, that the i just grief of 
the holy virgin's parents is not to be ex- 
pressed, fieeii^ their dear child so villain- 
ously butchered, almost before their eyes. 
St. Beuno's virtue was almost put to the 
test, to bear with true resignation the loss 
of so devout a creature. Tears came trick- 
ling down his cheeks at the sight of the 
horrid murder. The afflicted people, with 
united voices, called upon Heaven for speedy 
execution against him who had committed 
that heinous outrage. Indignation accom- 
panied compassion, when they beheld the 
unrelenting assassin, wiping his bloody 
Bword upon the grass, and glorying in the 

detestable fact, without any fear of Qod or 
8 
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man. Sfc. Beuno was preparing to offer the 
unbloody eacrifice of our redemption ; but 
being inspired by Him who declared, re- 
yenge to Me, and I will repay it; (Deut. 
zzxii. 35) he left the altar, and taking the 
blessed martyr's head in his trembling hands, 
he mounted the ascent towards CiadocuB. 
He feared not such a blow as was given to 
the tender virgin ; on the same account, for 
the love of Christ he would have bid it 
welcome. Paithful servants of God dread 
nothing, sin only excepted. Being come 
up to him, he said : '* Thou wicked man ! 
who without regard to innocence, or beauty, 
hast massacred a princely virgin, no less 
nobly born than thyself. Nor dost thou re- • 
pent, or seem sorry, as thou oughtest to do, 
for this horrible sacrilege. I here beseech 
my heavenly Lord, that for an example to 
others. He will please to execute His divine 
judgment against thee, who has murdered Hife 
spouse, troubled His people, violated His 
sabbath, and besprinkled this holy house 
with blood, which I consecrated to His ser. 
vice." As the earth swallowed up rebellious 
and pervei<se Corah, so some affirm, that at 
St. Beuno's last words, Cradocus not only 
dropped down dead, but also that the earth 
opened to give passage to the luxurious 
body to sink towards his monstrous soul, or 
the master whom he had served^ the devil, 
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carried it off; for it is certain, that tlie car- 
case of the cruel murderer never afier 
appeared. • 

The faithful glorified Gt)d in His justice, 
but could not curb their grief. St. Beuno 
earnestly exhorted the parents and people 
to turn from lamentations, and to address 
the Creator of souls, raiser up of dead 
bodies, that as He commanded back Lazarus 
to life, rotting in his monument, so to His 
greater honour and glorj, and for the com- 
fort of the sorrowful parents, who had so 
generously dedicated this darling child to 
His service, He would graciously vouchsafe 
to restore her to life. He then joined the 
sacred head to ihe pale body, covering botU 
with his cloak ; after which he offered up 
the holy 'sacrifice of our salvation. 

After Mass was ended he, lifting up his 
hands to heaven, made the following prayer: 
'* O Lord Jesus Christ ! for whose sake this 
holy virgin contemned the world, and lan^ 
guished after Thee; by the tender bowels 
of Thy mercy, love and bounty, be graciouHly 
pleased to grant us the effects of our vuws 
and prayers humbly offered unto Thee. We 
are fully persuaded that this godly virgin, 
who lived holily, and died for Thee with 
great constancy, is now highly exalted, and 
wants no more the society of us mortal «.vv<k 
miserable creatures. Yet, to xcajqci!^' 



86 (FHKlitfS Of 

omnipotence and eupreme dominion whick 
Thou hast 07er our souls and bodies, which 
are never dead to the power of reuniting 
them=; as 'also to multiply the merits of that 
soul, whose body lies here before us : we 
crave a second life 'for her; to the end, that 
after a long and plentiful harvest, laden and 
enriched with new merits, she maj return 
unto l^hee, her eternal sp<^use, and the be- 
loved of her heart : who with the Father and 
the HolyG-host, rulest on eiirth, and reign. 
est in heaven, for ever and ever." 

The pious people, disowned in iears^ har- 
ing with Bighs and moving sobs, answered 
devoutly, Amen ; 'the virgin arose as newfy 
awake from sleep. She wiped her *eye8 
and face, to clear away that glorious dust 
which had settled on her love^ head when . 
it tumbled towards her dear St. BeUno. 
The decollation of St. Wenefride is cele- 
brated on the 22Qd of June. 

Contemplate here, dear reader, the joj 
and admiration which then transported all 
present at this wonderful miracle. Team 
burst out more plentifuUy, but flowing from 
a different cause. They magnified and 
blessed the boundless goodness of her great 
God, every one resolving to rise with the 
saint in reforming their past lives. One 
particular in this surprising resuscitation is 
very remarkable, viz : When her parents. 
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and others, fined them^eves upon her neck, 
thej observed a pui» white circle, no larger 
than a smalL thread, quite round it, denot* 
ing the place where the separation had been 
made,., which always after remained. From 
this tiie gveat veneration of the people for 
her, ehaoged her name, which was Brewa, 
into that o£ Wenefride* Weui in the old 
British tongue signifies white, and other 
letters were, by an alteration, added to this 
syllable, to nendes more agreeable the sound 
of the new name. In the many apparitions 
f^fter hes second death, when she showed 
lierself to hes deyout clients,^ tiiey always 
took special notice of tiie afosesaid white 
qircle, which* intimated to them, the indelible 
mark of hes Spouse's auction, £or suffering 
that mortal wound so courageously for His 
sake; 

Permit me here to break off for a while 
the thread of my discourse, by a short, but 
necessary digression; in order to obviate 
the cavils of some modem incredulous 
critics, who seem now- a* days to entert;ain 
such strange notions of these supernatural 
works of Almighty God, that they believe 
nothing that suits not exactly with the fan« 
ciful ideas- of their own brain. These re- 
finers will be apt not only to carp at what 
is here related concerning this holy vir^ia'iL 
return to lifoi but perha^f^ ^%^ \2v^\^Vk 
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cule what follows hereafter, of her sending 
presents to St. Beuno by the current of the 
xniraculons fountain; and several other 
wonderful things contained in the following 
pages. As it would be highly criminal to 
pretend to fathom the wisdom of Gbd by 
our shallow capacities, or to confine His 
omnipotence to the bounded limits of the 
greatest power upon earth ; so it would be 
madness in U9 to believe everything without 
rational grounds and sufficient authority. 
But when wefiiod such instances of the infinite 
power and goodness of Almighty G-od, as we 
nave here in this history, recprded by learned 
and pious witnesses, and handed down to 
posterity by an uninterrupted tradition, for 
several ages together, and never questioned 
till these our days, it i«i the duty of every 
rational man and pipus Christian, rather to 
acknowledge the goodness of Glod, who ap- 
peared wonderful in these His works, than 
to dispute His power by cavilling at facts, 
only because they seem to shock our foolish 
imagination. To condescend to the weak- 
ness of future ages, Divine Providence seems 
to have taken care we should not want un- 
doubted examples of this nature to facilitate 
our belief. We know the prophet Elizeus, 
(4 Kings, iv.) called back to life the son of 
the Sumanite. St. Peter raised Tabitha, 
(ActS; ix. 20) and St. Paul, the young man 
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that fell from the window. Again, (4 
Kings, vi.) when the sons of the prophets 
were cutting down wood on the banks of 
the river Jordan, the head of one of the 
axes fell into the water. The holy prophet 
Elizens, cutting a piece of wood in the lorm 
of a handle to it, cast it into the river. The 
iron immediately, contrary to its nature, 
came from the bottom and joined the wood. 
If some of our modern critics, who pretend 
to more wit than religion, dare publish 
their profane notions on this occasion, 
as freely as they do in other miraculous 
^ases not mentioned in holy writ, they would 

S^sk, "by what sympathy the iron was moved 
rpm the bottom of the river, to seek for, 
j^d by wh^t art it found out the piece of 
wood swimmii]^ on the surface of the 
praters 2 Whether the recovery of the lost 
head <ef an axe was a matter of such im« 
portance that God should think fit to 
employ His omnipotence in working so 
great a miracle to find it P" Bat to silence 
all such profane reflections in those who 
pretend to Christianity, Almighty Q-od has 
Deen pleased, not only to work this and the 
like miracles, but provided they should be 
stamped with divine truth, and delivered 
down to all ages to come in the very word of 
God itself. . 
Is it harder to believe llasAi ^Xji^^^'^^'^^ 
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bundle sliould float upon the sea, and arriTO 
safe in a creek, near unto which St. Beuno 
then lived, without the least damage, than 
that the head of an axe, a lumpish piece of 
iron, should swim upon the surface of the 
waters of the river Jordan^ and join a piece 
of wood thrown in after it, in form of a 
handle? Withonl; doubt both facJ^i are 
wonderful, botb miracles. 

I know there is a wide, andy as I^maj mLji 
infinite disparitj^ between mixaeles. regvH 
tered in holy* Scripture, and those recom^ 
mended taposteritj by learned acd unquesn^ 
tionable autitovs. But when facts are so 
fulljN attested by a cloud of witnesses, and 
delivered dovm to us by the universal belief 
of all'ia^es^ as in the ease before us, of oue 
saint beiDg raised-} to life by the pri^y ers oJT 
St. BeunOy.and of- the manner she sent, prec 
gents to him afterwards, it wo.uld . be as ujot 
pardonable in a rational. man. to refuse hie 
assent, as to deny, that there was ever such 
a person in the workl as Julius C»8ar, or to 
say that whate;rer Josephus the historian 
has left written of the Jewish wars, was 
nothing but a mere fable. Let then the 
Atheist rally; let the incredulous, muttei^; 
all good Christians know thdt. i^e. Son of 
God, who neither can nor will ; deceive, has 
made this infallible promise to IjLis Church, 
that He will be with her to the end of the 
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world, (Mati. xxviii. 20) and that they who 
believe in Mim, sball not oDiy do the works 
He did,. but even greater than those shall 
they do. (John, xiv. 120* Can the hand of 
fil^od be shortened P« or,, can His goodness 
nsoeiTe any diminutionp ICo, no ; your 
omnipotence, O Bord^ is s^ilt the same, and 
of your mercies there is.no end. 

Whatever this incredulous, age may; think 
ofithi8.gi«a4} miracle of our saint's veturn to 
life, it- appeaaped so evident to the "West 
Britons, and redounded so much, to., the 
bonouB of Ck>d^s Church, St. Beuno's sano* 
tity, aad the powes he had with his Creator^ 
ibsit many- pagan people remaining in tHosQ 
partsp came to* heaB^ the holy man's instruc^r 
tions in thoCatholia faith, and to receive, 
baptism. 

St. Wenefride, according to her former 
pDactiee, libe Mary at the feet of Christ, sat 
on a low seat, before him. She was never 
satiated with the heavenly manna which 
fell from his angelical tongue. She counted 
as nothing what she had already done, or 
Miffered, and restless to be more strictly 
united to her beloved Spouse, she aspired 
to the height of perfection. Wherefore she 
Hiost humbly begged upon hei* knees, to be 
solemnly veiled, (according to the custom of 
the primitive ages,) , that. by. entering into a 
religious course of life, she lai^VAi y^^*^"^*^ 
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great confusion, which had fiercely attempted 
to dishonour Qod and herself: but mostjj 
that she might pour forth her soul in the 
presence of her eternal Spouse, with a flam- 
ing and disepgaged heart entirely His, and 
say: ''9eho]d, I have left all things and 
^ave followed Thee. (St. Matt. xix. 27.) 

fit. Beuno with tears of joj complied with 
this religious req^uest, and performed the 
ceremony in a numerous assembly. 1^ 
bnew to wb4».t a degree of sanctity the SpijrMi 
pf Ood would iraise her, for £[is own glory, 
a,nd the improvement of others; therefoi^ 
he spent ^hole days in cultivating h^ soul, 
in what regarded a religioiMn state. She, 9m, 
^n apt B<?h<>]ar, toolip in so fast the frequent 
lessons, and put ti^m intp practice so punoi- 
tually, that it struck her master into admi- 
ration. He finding her so far advanced in, 
an interior life, that she was even, able to 
direct and goveirn others ip the way to per- 
fection ; one day he called for her parents, 
and after the following manner doliveredj 
unto them his sentiments and resolutions. 

" As you," said he, " have most liberally 
bestowed a church and house for the service 
of God, and for the help and benefit of the 
faithful, so His Divine Majesty has more 
than sufficiently requited your charity, by 
conferring on yon spiritual favours^ but 
'iooj'e especially on your cbild, Yj\iom^ lot >i>aa 
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time to come, you may follow as a safe 
guide in our Blessed Bedeemec^s service. I 
am called on by Heaven to ^nqthei; plaqe ; 
and I leave you to the gcaQe and go^dnesii 
of God, and to the rare example of your 
daughter." Then turning to St. Wenefride, 
he said, ** Our Lord, dear child, has ap- 
pointed you to succeed in my laboi^cs^ 
March on in the ^ay of virtue as I have, 
taught you, and guide others on the road to, 
eternal life. Q:a1^hei* i^ this very place for* 
your Heavenly Spouse n^any pure and 
devout yirgins ; bn^t knpw i^ithal, that here 
you, shall npt ^jid your days ; for after the 
term pf seven years, spent by you in prayer 
ai^d apsterities, fpr your own merits, and 
the edi^$catipn pf pthers, our grapious Lord 
^iU summon you to another place, that 
st^Qgers may be instructed by you, and 
come to the tirup knpwlpdge and service of 
Him, for whose sake ypu fell a victim of 
purity." 

When the ancients of iBlphesus had heard 
St. Paul declare unto them, that they should 
see no more his face, (Acts, zx. 25) they 
fell upon his neck, and there was great 
weeping. In like manner, when St. Wene- 
fride was acquainted by her admired ma&te.^^ 
that she should ijot see \i\TDL wx^ \s^^^<ai Na. 
this world, a, lawful griei »eeis\e^ ^\.^^^« 
whelm her. To comfort \ieT Va «vxw^ ^"^ 
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affliction, St Beuno took her bj the hand, 
and led her to the chrjstalline fountain, the 
place of her martyrdom : where they sat on 
a stone, bearing to this day the name of St* 
Beuno's stone, and which lieth now in tho- 
outward well ; " Tou see," said he, " the- 
monument here of youI^ sufferings. Beholcb 
also the stones, as tinctured with youp- 
blood, which was shed for the glory of your 
Heavenly Spouse. Be you therefore atten- 
tive and mindful of whal^ I^ do foretel you 
oonceniing three special favours, whereby 
itour glorious Spouse Jesus Christ will 
hcireafter honour yourself, and b^ your 
prayers benefit others, ^e fast is, that 
these bloody spots shall never be washed off 
from the said stones, but ever iiemain as 
triumphant signs of your blood, spilti in de- 
fence qf your chastity. The second is, that 
any person who shall devoutly ask temporal 
bkssmgBy or freedom from spiratuaii or cor- 
poral distresses, to be obtained by youp 
merits and intercession, the same shall com- 
pass his request, if it be to the honour and 
glory of God, by paying theic devotion three 
times at this well. K what he petitions for 
be not for the advantage of his soul, and 
therefore is not granted at his death by 
your prayers, he shall reap more ample 
Jriii% and m the next world Q^^rlsatiii^ 
bJesBiDgB. The third, that »X\«t m^ ^%* 
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parture into n more remote part of thii 
island, G-od will give me a cell near unto 
the aea shore ; so that whenever you send 
any letters or tokens to me, as I entreat 
you to do at least once every year, only cast 
them into the stream of this fountain, and 
they will come unto me. Which wonders 
will be gloriously divulged to you, to the 
end of the world. 

He then conducted her back to the 
church, where he added: "Behold this 
church and buildings round it, which have 
been raised by the munificence of your 
parents* these 0[ leave unto you, to be con- 
yei^tedddto a monastery of chaste and holy 
yirgins, who, by your pious instructions and 
e^cemplary life, may put dn practice those 
divine lessons which I have often delivered 
unto you; that is, the contempt of the 
world, and an entire abnegation of them- 
selves: which are 'the foundation of ^religio us 
perfection. Strive, therefore, dear child, in 
all things to exhibit yourself as a lively 
pattern of virtue. As to my poor self, £ 
will go whither the spirit of G-od shall direct 
me, and shall ever retain in my heart and 
Bo'ul a most fatherly and loving memory of 
you." 

To experience the rackm^ ^^'e^^sJw^ ^^K. ^ 
rational sorrow is notV\\u^ ^(eto^«X»'^^^ *^ 
ifoJId virtue. The Holy ot B^oVv^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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groaned, but wept at the tomb of Lasaras, 
(St. John, xi« 35) and He shed tears upon 
Jerusalem, (St. Luke, xix. 41) for tfie future 
calamities of that obstinate city, which 
would not know the time of its yisitation. 
When the royal prophet, a man according 
to God's own Heart, took his last farewell 
of his beloved Jonathan, they wept to- 
gether, but David more. (1 Kings, xx. 41.) 
It must not then seem strange, that the 
tender heart of this doleful virgin was 
ready to split asunder with grief, at the last 
adieu in this world. The more he attempted 
to sweeten this bitter separation, his charm- 
ing words caused her swelling sorrow to 
float higher ; insomuch^ that when she saw 
him, with his staff in his hand, ready to de- 
part, she rated the approaching loss as the 
heaviest cross upon earth, and could not 
forbear expressing thus herself unto him: 
'* I^ow, holy father, I am to be left alone, as 
a poor orphan child without a nurse, or as a 
silly sheep amongst ravenous wolves, with- 
out a pastor to defend me. I was always 
safe with you, always joyful in your pre- 
sence, always instructed by your exhorta- 
tions, and edified by your example." These 
words, attended with flowing tears, so much 
oppressed St. Beuno*s heart, that not being 
Able to utter any answer, he blessed her 



ST. WBHTEFBIDE. 47 

wifeh his hand, and hastened his pace in the 
beginning of his journej. 

Nothing now could comfort her, save 
only the fresh remembrance of all his pious 
instructions, and an earnest desire of exe- 
cuting obediently his commands. Accord- 
ingly, in a short time she associated to 
herself many noble and devout virgins, who 
observed such rules as she established for 
them. She ordered nothing but what first 
she practised herself, and miracles were not 
wanting to increase her authority. Their 
very great love and respect towards her, 
caused each one of them to contend who 
should be the most forward in the imitation 
'of her rare perfections. They nauseated 
sordid pleasures, they undervalued wealth 
and honours, and they seemed to be the 
inhabitants of a terrestrial paradise, in 
loving and serving their Heavenly Spouse, 
the Son of God. She governed her sub- 
jects with endearing commands, so that 
they obeyed with equal merit and content. 
She eased them in their difficulties and 
temptations, insomuch that they, observing 
her rigid mortification, her angelical purity, 
and knowing the strict union she had with 
God in prayer, whatever she declared unto 
them was received as an ora<^\^ I^qiysx '^^^'^- 
yen. 
The spreading fame o£ at. ^^w^^x^^^ ^^ 
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wonderfully dilated by miracaloos cures of 
diseased persons. They were frequent and 
apparent, and dimlged through other parts 
of Wales. Many flocked from distant 
places, to hear her discourse and to receive 
instructions, whom she fient away with 
flaming heartsi and ardent desires to be 
faithful and fervent in the service of their 
€K>d. They ^regretted a return to their 
respective habitations, and as the Queen of 
^heba «tood astonished at Solomon's singu- 
lar 'Wisdom, so these admiring strangers 
magnified the constant happiness of the^viri^ 
gins she governed, and blessed those who 
always stood before her, (8 Kings, x. 8) they , 
having such a*secure mistress, and so<tonder 
^a mother. 

Gratitude for received favours is not only 
'a moral virtue, but the eternal employ of 
cherubims and seraphims, who are now 
adoring and offering never-ending thanks 'to 
the infinite goodness of their omnipotent 
Creator, who commanded them out of the 
chaos of nothing. St. Wenefride had a 
most grateful soul ; she honoured St. Beuno 
as an eminent servant of G-od; she loved 
him as a father; she respected him as a 
master; and could never sufficiently ac- 
knowledge her duty to her greatest bene- 
factor, aiter Him who had made her. St* 
Beano delivered to her tUe &ittl x\]L^\mncL\A 
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^f perfection ; he incited her to embrace a 
ijeligipuB state ; he obtained for her by his 
prayers t^^ second life, and polished her in- 
terior, thk^ she was amiable in the sight of 
God and men. To make some small return, 
she sent him eyery year a token, after the 
manner he had presci^ibed. In the begin- 
ning of May, almost a year after his depar- 
ture, with the help of her religious sisters, 
she finished a curious embroidered vest- 
ment ; and wrapping the same in a woollen 
cloth, she went down with her religious and 
others to the well side, and casting the 
bundle into the water, she said, '*Holj: 
father, according to your command and ipj 
promise, I send unto you this small token 
of my love." To the great astoijiishment 
of nunferous beholders, it passed ^Qwn the 
stream into the river, then i^to the ^ea, and 
it landed near the monastery where ISt. 
Beuno then dwelt, m^^ny mi^es distant from 
the holy fountain. 

The holy man wae^ then \i[alking on the 
sea shore, and wondered what that bundljD 
should be ; but openjng it ho remembered 
the charge he bad gir^o, to St. TVenefrid^, 
and that, as he had ioretold, i,t ca,me mira- 
culously to him, without the least sign q€ 
wet or moisture, ^hijs ^e^tTfYOiYiV \v^ ^^^k- 
served with great care m t\iO cjti\xj^«i ^^"^ ^^^ 
celebration of holy masB. ^^ VA^W^^ "^"^ 
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ceived freslier lights of her present and 
future sanctity; how much Almighty God 
would be honoured by her, not only at Fin- 
hon, but in other places whither the Divine 
Providence should direct her to go. The 
virgin never intermitted to send him a 
yearly present, till his most happy death 
was revealed unto her, and the glorious re- 
ward he was crowned with in heaven. This 
last passage may appear to incredulous per- 
sons the most surprising of all others in the 
history of St. Wenefride's life, therefore^ 
Divine Providence thought fit to authenti- 
cate the memory of it to this veir day, and 
after this manner : in Carnarvonshire, eight 
miles distant from the town of Carnarvon, 
there is a little creek where the sea runs up, 
called in Welsh, Porthy Casseg, corrup- 
tedly (as I could instance in other appella* 
tions,) for Porthy Cassuel, or the Port of the 
Vestment. Here the first present of our 
saint miraculously landed ; and the place 
retains the name to this day. Near unto 
this inlet there stands a large parish church, 
called Clynnog, in which St. Beuno was 
'buried, his last founded monastery being 
there. His tomb is yet extant, and is held 
in great veneration by the inhabitants. The 
history of St. Wenefride's life was curiously 
represented in the glass windows of Clynnog 
church ; but has been so defaced that little 
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now appears. "What can. be more persua- 
nve to obtain credit to this miracle, than so 
ancient and so certain a tradition, even to 
those who use their utmost efforts to destroy 
the memory of miracles. The Port of the 
Vestment solves the objection from the year 
660 to this time. As apostolical tradi- 
tion is the unwritten word of God, and by it 
we receive the Scriptures, and the secret in- 
terpretations and true sense of them, as what 
regards infant baptism, &c., let it be lawful 
for me to say, that as to human faith, unin- 
terrupted tiradition from father to son for so 
many centuries,, is a clearer attestation of 
fact, than if it had been recorded in written 
history. 

After St^ Beuno's decease, St. "Wenefride 
began to feel in her soul clear illustrations 
and strong impulses for removing from the 
monastery where she was. She had the 
comfort to see her religious so well grounded 
in perfection, that her presence was not 
necessary. Wherefore, in the end of the 
seventh year of her government, (as the 
saint had foretold her,) she took leave of her 
.spiritual children, and of her loving parents. 
It is easily imagined that as the virgin mar- 
tyr was under a severe trial at the depar- 
ture of St. Beuno, whom she called her 
father : in like manner these noble religious 
virgins had heavy hearts and fLo^Nm^ ^'^^^. 



52 THE LIFE OF 

when tliey understood that their dfiarei 
mother was fully resolred to leave then 
To compose ana quiet them she declare 
that it was the will of G-od, and as thej ha 
submitted unto her, they ought to sho^ 
undisturbed obedience to their heayenl 
SpouMO : that all things ought to be welcom 
coming from His fatherly hand, and ap 
pointed them by infinite wisdom. So, hav 
ing completed necessary orders, she em 
braced each of the sisters, and chose one c 
them for a companion in her journey. Be 
fore her departure, she went down to visi 
the place of her martyrdom ; where, fallinj 
upon her knees in fervent prayer, she hum 
bly besought the Creator of heaven an< 
earth to direct her in this new pilgimage 
and likewise to increase His blessings oi 
such, who in a devout manner should visi 
that well, where for His honour she ha< 
suffered the loss of her life. The man] 
miracles in subsequent ages, gave clear tes 
timony that her charitable petition had th< 
greatest assent of Him who is the bestowe: 
of all good gifts. 

iSt. Wenefride having recommended U 
Ood her monastery of Finhon, her parent 
and her friends. Divine Providence directec 
her to the cell i^f Blessed Deifer, eight milei 
distant from the holy well. This reclus< 
was much in God's favour; and Sobert 
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prior of Shrewsbury, recounts of him several 
evident miracles, which for brevity are here 
omitted, becltuse my sole intention is to set 
forth the merits of our glorious patroness of 
Wales. The holy man told her that God 
had not made anything known unto him as 
to her journey ; " But have patience (said 
he) this night, and I will enquire after His 
blessed pleasure." St. Deifer spending the 
night in prayer, according to his custom, 
heard a voice 1;ows^ds morning, wliich said, 
" Tell my dear virgin daughter Wenefride, 
that she repair forthwith to the village 
Henthlant, where Saturnus will fully iu- 
struct her ^as to the ^htce of her abode 
during 'life.*' Deifer acquainted her with 
his comorisiKoo, and l&ewise assured her, 
that this holy neighbour (so he called him) 
would bcena^bled from Heaven not only to 
satisfy her where to fi^, but likewise he 
would inform her of other things relating to 
herscflf. After that, he directed her in the 
way to St. Saturnus. 

It pleased Almighty God to honour the 
virgin's progress, by revealing the same to 
several saints, and the occasion of her jour- 
ney. Amongst the rest was St. Saturnus, 
who gave her a charitable reception at 
Henthlant. Great part of that night they 
spent together in prayer and hol^ <iWiJl«^ 
ences ; and to her great coiiao\^\a.o\^V^ 
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tertained her with manj spiritual lectures. 
He acquainted her in the momi&g, that 
there was a place not far off, called Withe- 
riac, (now vulgarly Quitherin) which was 
enriched with many precious reMtB of glo- 
rious saints, who had lived and died there ; 
and on this account it was highly reve- 
renced by devout people. "This place, 
(said he) is appointed you by Divine Provi- 
dence for your temporal sojourning upon 
earth : you will find there a holy abbot, by 
name Elerius, who is of so great mortifica- 
tion, and of so great union with Q-od in prayer, 
that he is entirely dead to the world. I am 
ordered to send you to this man, and farther 
to let you know that you will experience 
under his conduct a celestial tranquillity* of 
mind. You will likewise find there a monas- 
tery of chaste virgins, who have been trained 
up from their infancy in solid virtue. Tou 
are destined by Heaven to improve them 
more in perfection by your example and 
instructions. In process of time, these reli- 
gious will submit themselves unto you, as 
to a mother and abbess, who is sent provi- 
dentially unto them by their heavenly 
Spouse." 

8t. Wenefride was transported with joy, 
hearing this agreeable relation of her 
JiappiDesa so a ear at hand ; bIdl© Tao^t Ivumbly 
^e^jS'ed Ilia blemng^ and dicoQliow^ \xa^ N.» 
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finish her journey. The holy man, out of 
respect and reverence, accompanied her 
himself part of the way ; at parting he gave 
h^r his blessing, and *otdered his &acon to 
conduct her to St Elerius. It was no small 
comfort to her that she was travelling to- 
wards a monastery of pure virgins, there 
to ^i\]oy their angelical conversations* 

^Guitnefin is now a village, whatever it 
was in former 'times, in l)enbighshire, near 
iihe river Gluide, which separates this county 
from that of Flint. St. l^lerius had here 
*ius monaster V, in a vale called Yallis Clutina, 
'where several religious persons of both sexes 
embraced his institute, luid followed his ex- 
^lample. 

The h61y abbot h'ad « revelation of her 
^coming, and of her distinguished merits; 
*ther^ore'to honour h^r h^ met her at some 
xtiBtatice,<ttnd iled Imr to the'church. After 
ithey had p^yed awhile together, he took 
her aside from the deacon and her compan- 
ion, telling her that he was no stranger to 
that heroical act of Buffering a violent death 
to preserve her virginity ; that the miracu- 
lous fountain was an evident testimony of 
it ; and that he would (Cheerfully assist her 
in the designs of His Divine Majesty ^ vci.- 
tended by this her journey. TVk^ Vvc^B^\i>^'^ 
plied, that as to herself, BY\e\i«A ox\^ ^^^^^^ 
o£er; tb&t m ^ho had been ^xiiA.e^^'i ^*^ 
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Holy Spirit to find him out, so in the futiiti 
course of her life, she would be an obedient 
child, in hearing and obselrTing bis direc- 
tions. 

The holy abl)ot was extremely edified at 
this humble and modest tostrer. He tolA 
Irer, that if feihe |)leased, they would spend 
that night in prayefr, for greater security lA 
this impoi^nt anair. This they did : and 
he haying r^^eiyed clearer lights from hea^ 
TeUj was "replenished with incredible joy, kiiA 
told hefr in the morning that Almighty Gtod 
Would nbt be "Wanting to increase His 
fatherly love towards her. Without sayin|^ 
more, he led her out of the church to the 
monastery which was under his government, 
and he spoke ^stna to l3ie rdigiotis ycrgfins': 
^'Sejoice, dear 'children of O^od, for that It 
hath pleased your Heavenly Spouse to send 
^a new star of wonderful brightness to sh)ii6 
Amongst yon. He has provided yon Biiish k 
companion atS Will eniich your souls with 
the treasure of religious pelrfection, by tbb 
pattern she will set before you. This is the 
renowned virgin Wenefriae, who, as you 
have heard, suffered a glorious death in de- 
fence of her chastity. This is she whose 
triumphs are recounted in churches, and 
whose trophies illustrate the province where 
j^^e Jived. Sejoice, therefore, be^^^M^^ ^he 
-ar cojr- - ' qaJ2j and end her dai^f^ wttwx%%^ 
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yoti. Happy is her arrival ! preserre care- 
fully this inestimable treasure. Mark and 
imitate the example she will show you, and 
give attention to the spiritual documents 
she will deliver; because for this Christ 
has sent her." Having uttered this speech 
to the religious in general, he addressed the 
venerable abbess Theonia, with these few 
"words : ** To you, dear mother, after a more 
'Special manner, I recommend a respectful 
'entertaimdentof this most sacred Spouse of 
Ohrist, "who, by directing her hither, has 
Ipignally regarded and regaled your family.*' 
'After this he Withdrew, leaving St. Wene- 
fride amongst theim, blushing, and as it 
ifrere, sinking Under the l)iirthen of her own 
praises. 

I^ot o£[ly libbess Th^orKft, ivho was a very 
holy woman, but St. Eldrids also, held fre- 
-quent p^vate conferedc^s with St. Wene* 
mde ; and discoursing of heavenly mysteries 
and virtuous prdctid^, they discovered her 
to be 'clearly illtiminated in the first, and so 
'solidly grounded on the second, that both of 
them admired the rich treasury of her soul. 
When the abbot Tetumed to his monks, 
who lived not far off in austere discipline, it 
was his custom to magnify the merits of tkNSk 
stranger, and he seemed not i\A!^ \>^ ^^^^^^^ 
what was due unto her. 
At length the fame o£ liex ikwaRNlvV^ ^* 



68 THE Lin OF 

much diyulged, that sumeroua crowds of 
all callings flocked to Guitherin, to behold 
a noble, courageous creature, who to secupe 
her virginity, had suffered the loss of her 
head, and who after death, to the greater 
glory of her Spouse, by a holy man's prayer 
had r^tuf ued to life. They importuned her 
to show lihe tpare white teircle round her 
neck, which she industrrously declined^ till 
at the request of her 'sisters she yielded to 
their pibus ^d^sire, lest she sholild seem to 
atfect li^umility. The ^loi^ous s^ar forced 
tears t>f ^compunction from their e^cfs, by 
reflectiDg how heroically and with ii^hat for- 
titude she ^received Hihe hartal WGftmd from 
the swotd'of ci^el Oradocus, rather thto'<mce 
off'end 9ier "God, and lidW often 'they hatA 
shown their weakness, in 'Complying "with 
the first Suggestions ^of the ^u&rnid eiiemyi 
and isihaiitl^tul 'pro{>o8als of a widl^ed ^^oiu- 
panion. 

St. Elerius going one day to the monttlh 
tery to visit the living martyr, and to confer 
with her in B(nritual^nuttters, they entered 
occasionally on the subject of th^ bappinesa 
of dying well. He told her that he dften 
took complacency in the thoughts of having 
her near him when he lay on his death bed, 
and that after his departure, her prayers 
would afford him relief for the repose of his 
soul. " No, father/' said she, prophetically» 
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** CYirist hath appointed otherwise. You 
shall live to bury our dear mother Theonia, 
and a few years after to bury me: then, 
Bome time being expired, yourself shall pass 
from this transitory world, and go to Him 
of whose kingdom there is no end." All 
this came to pass as the saint had foretold. 

Soon after this prediction, Theonia was 
visited with her final sickness ; and finding 
herself near her end, she received from 
Elerius's hands the blessed sacrament, as 
her riaticnm, to conduct her safely towards 
heaven. The religious were on their knees 
round her "bed, lamenting bitterly the fore- 
seen l66is, whom she comfotlied st^Mr this 
manner-: '^'Ohildi^n ! ^^rs s^e tiot to Aow 
for frieilds 6T for cNirselves, unless sdtne evil 
hath ha|>pened, or misfortune, ^ur pfresent 
case has no slich countenance : as to myself, 
I am hastening to m'y "^heavenly Spouse, (as 
I hope,) whoHsa^Btde'1;o®im. As to you, 
blessed Wenefride, a more holy mother, will 
succeed me, who by words and works will 
improve you in perfection. Follow her 
steps, and you will not wander nor go 
astray." Then being spent, she breathed 
out her pure and precious soul. Her obse- 
quies being solemnly and christianly per- 
formed by St. Elerius, he appointed St. 
Wenefride abbess, to govern the monasterr. 
Her profound humility dia^xxoi.^^^ ^ 
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takiDg the charge, but the obedience she hac 
promised the holy abbot, and the repeatec 
petitions of the sisters, notwithstanding 
natural reluctancy, wrought her at last intc 
compliance. 

The nice art of governing many, whosi 
geniuses and constitutions are as different 
as the features of their faces, is attended 
with such yast diflSculties, that Solomon, be- 
ing favoured and honoured by the Almightj 
with that unlimited offer, Ask what thou 
wilt that I may grve it tliee ; {3 Kin. iii. 5.] 
the considefring king petitioned for what 
was most n^essai^ to rule the n^tiniclrotii 
Israe'Ktes'; he 'desired not i*iches or glory, 
bnt wisdotn and a docile heart. St. Wene- 
fride Was natiintlly prudent, and her Spouse 
bestowed on her ik most o'rdinaty tallent 'b'l 
goVelrnfing'; so that wished for sttccess an- 
swered e^ectation. He blessed with su- 
pernatural wisdom the head which had 
been sadrificed to His honour. She made 
use '6f the satne mal[ims and Methods at 
Guitherin, as before she had done at iPinhon. 
Her commands were intin>ated With such 
affability and discfretion, that they appeared 
to her stibjects so manv entreaties. She 
went constantly before the rest in the most 
painful duties of the monastery; and al- 
though the dignity'of her office rec\^\i\Ted due 
dj'jslance, ehe not oixlj •con'veTBed. m\.\v \i^i 
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sisters as with equals, but also looked upon 
herself as the least deserying in the whole 
community. She had the true spirit of 
poverty, and was so much averse to super- 
fluities, that she would scarce admit of ne- 
cessaries. She was most rigid in abstinence, 
and patience had taken such absolute pos- 
session of her heart, that not the least en- 
trance was allowed to anger and other inor- 
dinate passions. Her prayer was continual, 
when not interrupted by the duties of charity 
and necessary sleep. She was frequently 
favoured with raptures and ecstacies. She 
never dropped any word teuding to her 
own commendation, and was sensibly afflict- 
ed when others mentioned anything in her 
praise. 

The blessed tnartjr inculcated daily to 
her sisters, to have always before their eyes 
the grand example of their Bedeemer, and 
to copy out such virtues as He exercised to 
instruct as well as to save them ; that they 
ought to study a pure inteution in all their 
actions, to serve God for His own sake. 
She earnestly recommended fortitude and 
perseverance, as strong armour to overcome 
all sorts of temptations. That they ought 
not to be dismayed in these spiritual con- 
flicts, for by the conquest t\i©^ -^lOvsX^ ^\»K:ck. 
the crowD. "Prayer (eihe b«.\^^ '^^^^.^^ 
performed did dilate their %o\>X»> ' 
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pared an entrance to divine grace, wliicTi 
enabled them to undertake noble actions for 
their Gk)d." It is needless to mention her 
angelical pnritj; the overflowing fountain 
seems to denote that she would have parted 
with streams of blood, rather than to have 
consented to one single thought to the pre- 
judice of her consecrated virginity. 

It was observed, that when she exhorted 
lier religious, a depth of heavenly wisdom 
appeared in her words, which inflamed her 
hearers with the love of Jesus. She was 
favoured with a special gift of discovering 
temptations, and of applying proper reme- 
dies to defeat the enemy. Not only the 
laity, but even religious men and prelates 
found great advantage by conferring with 
her. Many resorted to Guitherin from all 
parts of the province ; what is yet more, 
notorious thieves and inveterate malefactors 
were reclaimed from their evil course by 
her powerful advice and irresistible remon- 
strances. 

Almighty God was pleased to declare by 
signs and miracles, how much St. Wenefride 
was in His divine favour. Scarce any day 
passed, wherein, by sudden cures of despe- 
rate distempers, she did not comfort droop- 
ing and desponding parents. Her monastery 
Tasembled a common refuge of the distressed, 
^nd she waa like a, tender motVier to \\vft \wi- 
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fortunate. Her heroical virtues were the 
universal subject of discourse in private 
families, and the fame of her miracles were 
heard from the pulpits in churches. St. 
Elerius, who was best acquainted with her 
merits, declared openly tliat Providence di- 
rected her to Quitherin, to honour and 
benefit them all : but from human applause, 
which was abhorred by her to the last de- 
gree, she was invited, by a revelation, to the 
immortal glory of angels. 

The Saint being thus forewarned of her 
long wished for departure, the welcome 
news, for whole days* and nights, threw her 
into ecstacies of joy. She had made it her 
study to forget, as much as possible, what 
she had done or suffered for her dear Lord ; 
and, therefore, as one who is to undertake a 
long journey, she made necessary provisions; 
as if nothing had been performed during the 
course of her holy life. She redoubled her 
fasts and other austerities; she fatigued 
herself in the painful exercises of continual 
charity towards her sisters and others. Not- 
withstanding her angelical interior, and the 
uninterrupted union with her divine Spouse, 
she vilified herself, as not worthy of His 
presence. That she might not surprise t\\.^ 
community by her leav\i\g tWxxi vcw ^ ^««?^ 
uckness, she imparted firat to ^\.. ^£N«^^^ 
iLe Bummona she had recwi^^ Iyqxs^ 
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Bedeemer, and the same afterwards to liee 
dear sisters, whose sorrow was little inferior, 
to those transports of jubilee she was ab- 
sorbed in, by the certain assurance of pasft< 
iog speedily to her Lord and Master. They 
wept, they mourned, but she thus comforted 
them. 

''Weep not, dear children, but conform 
your wills to your Creator's pleasure. DpuJbt 
not but that in heaven (whither, tl>rough tnioi 
mercies of G-od I am going). \ sh^l be more, 
serviceable to you by my prayei|s, than here 
on earth by my presence, il^or th^t l^nd o£ 
promise is not a place of igpo];ance,, but of 
clear knowledge, where- the- blessed under- 
stand the wants of their frienda on earth :. 
and they being united to the. fountain Head 
of Infinite Charity, are powerfi];^ and ready 
to procure speedy helps to succour them. 
This I promise to do for you,, my dear chil- 
dren, after Christ shall have taken me into 
His kingdom. You must not be contris- 
tated, like those who have no hope. To 
wicked worldlings, who by their sinful life 
dread the sight of a terrible judge, death 
appears like a cruel executioner, to drag 
them to a formidable tribunal : but to inno- 
cent and holy souls, death is entertained as 
a welcome guest; he finds them ready to 
embrace him with joy: they are like men 
expecting their lord| when he returns from 
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the marriage, (St. Luke, zii. 8G,) aod are 
ready to go with him, as through Qod's 
mercy, I hope that I am prepared at pre- 
sent for my heavenly journey, to enter into 
the joys of my Lord." 

Her concluding sickness took its begin- 
ning from frequent and violent convulsions, 
which she endured with unparalleled patience. 
The lively hope of seeing her heavenly 
Spouse sweetened all her acute pains : yet 
knowing that the crafiy tempter is more 
furious in the decisive conflict, she earnestly 
and often besought our Lord, that He would 
not permit the infernal enemy to be fright- 
ful unto her in her last agony. She ex- 
horted itil who came to visit her, to make 
earlf preparations against that dreadful 
hour, on which depended eternal happiness, 
or ne^r-ending misery. 

In the beginning of November, finding her 
streng-th exhausted, and that her dissolution 
was near at hand, she calle^L for the saint, 
her confessor, and was by him fortified with 
the holy sacraments of the Church. Be- 
holding ihe religious in tears upon {heir 
knees, tite said, '* Dear children, rather con- 
gratulate with me, than grieve so much at 
my «4)piioaching happiness. I hope ere long 
to enjoy Him in heaven, whom I have so 
ardently loved upon earth. Preserve in- 
violably the promise you U»i^^ x£i^"^e^ ^"* '^ 
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undervalue the base and sordid treasures of 
this transitory world ; reflect that your 
bodies, although beautiful and in their prime, 
are no other than loathsome prisons, which 
detain your immortal souls to close confine- 
ment. Take great heed not to defile them, 
a,ud never forget this important lesson, that 
the heavenly comfort and joy which pure 
souls experience on their death-bed, recom- 
pences abundantly for all worldly riches, 
pleasures, and honours, which they have de- 
spised and abandoned for the service and 
love of Jesus Christ. 

The saint, as it were, knowing the very 
minute of her departure, took her last leaf e 
and blessing of the holy Elerius, hoping that 
they would meet soon in heaven, without 
any fear of a future separation. She hum- 
bly requested that her body might be buried 
near Theonia's, her holy mother. Then, in 
a pure act of intense love of God, on the 
third of November, she breathed out her 
thrice happy soul into her blessed Redeemer's 
hands. 

Elerius observed that she had expired ; 
as the religious also did, who were kneeling 
near her bed, and their many deep sighs 
published their loss. The holy abbot found 
himself obliged to suppress his own grief, 
t/jat^he might more efiectuaWy com^oxtiliem, 
^ declaring that &he was only xemo^^^ \.Qi. 
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hearen before tliem, and that they ouglit to 
prepare to follow after her : that she was 
united gloriously to her God, and by her 
prayers would powerfully assist them. Her 
body was very little altered in the comeliness 
of it by her death, and as she desired, it was 
solemnly interred near Theonia's, and many 
other saints buried before her in that place : 
amongst the rest were Cheb and Senna, the 
one lying at her head, the other by her 
side. Both these were renowned for sanc- 
tity imd miracles, and had churches raised 
to their memories. Yet, although these 
two and many other saints' bodies, which 
bad been committed to that holy ground, 
drew thither devout people, the place was 
most reverenced and honoured for St. 
Wenefride's sepulchre, which was afterwards 
favoured by a train of evident miracles. 
Not long after, St. Elerius, by a happy 
death, finished his course, and went to re- 
ceive the eternal reward of his apostolical 
labours. His body was interred in a church 
erected to his name and memory, where it 
pleased Almighty God to work miraculous 
cures, in testimony of his sanctity on eartb| 
and power by his prayers in heaven. 

, The Omnipotent, who has assured tscl<^Vu^%^ 
by His divine promifle» tlanA^ \i\iQ%^ Va«2k ^^- 
ri^ed Him, He will gloriVy Wie^m, VV^SIn^^^^ 
jj. 30,) most eminently fuVfiVYe^ VX:^^ w«^«! 
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St. Wenefriile, both linng and dead. She 
glorified her Creator in her tender yearB, by 
conBecratiit!; unto Him her unspotted yir- 
ginitv. She glorified Him, like St. Agatha, 
and St. Agnes, with the -cheering offering oi 
her head, to preserre untainted fidelity to 
her heavenly Spouse. She gloried Him bi 
mrithdrawing noble virgins from the preyan- 
eating world, and raising their souls to the 
pure love of God; intftnictkig them in the 
true spirit of humility and mortification. 
In fine, she glorified Him through the whole 
course of her life, in all points of relu 
gious perfection, not only relating to her 
subjects, but even the laHy. On the othei 
hand, the Almighty has glorified her, down 
to the present age, from the year 6M. Ac- 
cording to St. Beuno's prediction, there has 
been no cessation of miracles ; tesrtifying hei 
signal sanctity, and how dear her precious 
soul is to her Maker. It is true, this hum- 
ble virgin was accustomed to blush and shed 
tears at the first sound of her praises, and, 
therefore, desired and obtained that she 
might absent herself from Finhon, to live io 
obscurity (as she resolved) out of the frothj 
noise of acclamations, which she could nol 
avoid at the place of her martyrdom. Thic 
was her pious contrivance, but the design oJ 
Heaven was to glorify her at Guitheria 
Ah God commanded a torrent to flow ii; 
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that dry vaJley, where her bloody head first 
touched the grouod, so at her sepulchre He 
did not reject- or refuse any petition made 
by hep devoted supplicants. 

The historians of her life, St. Elerius and 
Salopiensis, concluded that it would be an 
undertaking to swell yolumes, if they regis- 
tered all wonders done at her shrine and 
fountaia; they thought it sufficient to ac- 
quaint the reader, that the blind, lepers, 
and other diseased persons, were perfectly 
cured by drinking the water, or bathing 
themselves in the holy well. This became 
80 famous, that tender mothers made no 
difficulty of casting their sickly children 
into the stream, which was a speedy cure. 
Such as lived at great distance, and were 
tormented with agues, or hot burning fevers, 
caused the water to be brought to them, 
and drank of it, as a certain remedy to 
relieve- them in their maladies. Those in 
Tery remote places used to put one of the 
bloody stones, which was taken out of the 
well, into other spring water, and they were 
cured. It is said, that the virgin-martyr 
herself prescribed the first use of this last 
remedy, who, soon after her second death, 
appearing to many who in dangerous dis- 
tempers devoutly called upon her, she di- 
rected them, for their speedy recovery ^ v^ 
apply the water and Btone^ qI >(>ckft ^^^>^». 
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the aforesaid manner. Such as Lad swell- 
ings, or old sores, bathed the part affected, 
and tbey found present relief. 

At this wonderful spring, almost daOj 
miracles were wrought, according to a peti- 
tion she made to God before she left Fin- 
hon, that He would youchsafe to bless coi^ 
porally, and sanctify spiritually, all those 
who in future ages should devoutly visit 
her fountain, and there acknowledge the 
many benefits with which He had favoured 
her. Frequent miracles were likewise 
wrought at her tomb. Multitudes of dis- 
eased persons became perfectly cured, by 
praying, and kissing the earth where her 
sacred remains were deposited. 

The holy author of St. Wenefride'sjife 
and death was not satisfied with a- genoral 
relation of miraculous cures: he descends 
to particulars, that unbelieving postcfrity 
might be induced to allow credit to what he 
had recorded as to daily wonders. I touch 
two or three with brevity. From the be- 
ginning of the world, it hath not been heard 
that any man opened the eyes of any one 
born blind, unless this man were of God. 
(St. John, ix. 32.) This declared the omni- 
potence of the long expected Messias ; and 
the like power soon after our saint's death 
^are wing to the fame of her Ba\ic\.\t^ «ii\i^ 
poiver in heaven, and spread t\i© ^wcaa ^.^ 
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the western proTinces of Britain. A poor 
carpenter, dwelling not far from St. Wene- 
fride*8 well, had a daughter born blind. 
She growing np, and groaning under that 
temporal misfortune, hearing the report of 
many miraculous cures wrought at that 
fountain, importuned her father daily to be 
handed thither. This was granted ; and, * 
being come to the place, she bathed her 
head in the water, and was afterwards con- 
ducted to the chapel, near unto the well. 
She spent the whole night in prayer, be- 
seeching G-od, through the merits and inter- 
cession of St. 'Wenefride, who was martyred 
for His love, to bestow upon her corporal 
sight, to the end she might serve Him 
better, and be an eye witness of the wonders 
wrought in that place. Towards morning 
she fell into a slumber, and when she opened 
her eyelids she found herself blessed with 
perfect sight. This being so notorious and 
public, begat fresh veneration to the holy 
well, and was divulged far and near, to His 
honour, who is glorified in His saints. 

The saint's privilege was not confined to 
her well and chapel ; the adjacent places 
were a sort of sanctuary, under her protec- 
tion ; witness what happened to some 
thieves, who stole a cow out of a pasture, 
near unto St. Wenefride's chapel. The rob- 
bers forced her over rocky ways, that they 
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might not be traced ; but it happened other- 
wise : for the cow fixed not one step without 
leaving a deep impreesion on the Btones, as 
if she had been passing through soft day. 
The footsteps also of the thieves so Yisiblj 
appeared, that the owner next morning 
missing his beast, he and his neighbours 
followed after by the miraculous track. She 
robbers perceived them near at hand, made- 
the best of their way to- escape, and left the 
booty to whom it belengedi. They afites- 
wards observed,, at leisure, how the cow hadi 
left the clear prints of her feet as she was 
carried o^ but not the least impression 
after she was retrieved and turnea home- 
wards. Great crx)wds of people flocked to- 
see the said prints in the stones, and pulv 
lished the miracle. The thieves themselves,, 
apprehending lest some severe judgment 
should befal them to terrify others, came- 
penitently to the martyr's altar : they con« 
fessed their sin, and warned all not to coia- 
mit the like trespass. 

Behold the following example,. yeb more 
terrifyifig. A messenger being despatched 
by a chief lord of that country, to- give his 
neighbours timely notice of some approach- 
ing danger from the bordering Saxons, (who 
continually carried on war against them,) 
was wajlaid bj thieves, and p\xT«\xed to St. 
Wenefride*B cbureb, whilber ne ^eA> tia ^o «i 
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safe sanctuary. The express fastened his 
horse unto the door, which they took away, 
Dob presuming to pursue him to the altar, 
where Jhe stood for refuge. After their de- 
parture the messenger came forth, and find- 
ing that the horse was carried off, returned 
into the church, and prostrate, made a pious 
coo)plaint before the saint's altan^ that h»,. 
indeed. . had sustaineda eonsidera^le^ loss, bui; 
it'was she who was highly injured ; that the^ 
■authors of the^ cri'me deserved exemplary 
punishment to the end that others mignt b& 
deterred from ^'iolating the safety of her- 
sanctuary, and the reverence due unto it. 
His remonstrance was accepted by Divine- 
Justice ;- for the thief who had untied the 
horse, Aim had him in actual possession,. was- 
suddenly seized all over his body with such^ 
extremity of pains, that he often called on^ 
death to deliver him from the torture. 
After a few days his right arm, (which was 
the instrument of his sin,)^ began to swell,, 
then to putrify and rot in a loathsome 
manner; ^his^ tribulation gave understand- 
ing to him, who- had neglected conscience in 
^me ef health. Wherefore he came to her 
church, and begged, with many tears, the 
saint's pardon for his insolence, and ^Vv^ 
WYong.he had done her. "H.^ \i^Ci«cai^ ^\2txi» 
penitent^ and. this hum\\\at\OTi ^^ tdxslrN^' ^^ 
jBerfed her favour,, that by Sieg;?*^'"'* ^^ ^ 
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cured of his paiDful ulcer. He praised God 
for His mercy, and St. Wenefride for her 
compassion, preaching to others not to 
offend against the sanctity of the place, nor 
eive disturbance to the saint's clients, who 
in distress run to her for succour. 

Take another instance, in a passage which 
may seem of less moment. A labourer pre* 
sumed to cut off, for his own use, a bough 
from an old oak tree, growing near unto 
Guitherin church door, which afforded a 
convenient shade to devout pilgrims, when 
the concourse was so great that they were 
forced to remain without, and to pray under 
it. No sooner had he struck his hatchet 
into the bough, than it was immoreably 
fixed there; and as Jeroboam's hand 
withered, which he had stretched forth to 
order the apprehension of the man of God, 
that he was not able to draw it back, (3 Kin. 
ziii. 4,^ so this poor man's hand and arm 
cleaved so fast to the handle of the axe, 
'that with all his strength he was not able to 
separate them. He attempted often in vain 
to let go his hold, and finding himself in 
that surprising distress, he cried out for 
help and assistance. Some persons hard by 
heard his mournful voice, and ran to the 
Dlace admiring at the wonder. They ex- 
Jsorted bim to repent, and to \)eg tVv^ ^^vut's 
purdon, and to offer prayers, YilaicSi Yl^ ^^> 
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and at the same time they all cried out, 
Holy Wenefride, take pity on him ! At these 
words his hand and arm were set at liberty, 
and were restored to their former freedom. 
The cut in the branch was shown to Bobert, 
prior of Shrewsbury, when he came to tran- 
slate her sacred relics, of which I am going 
to give an account, with occasion of the 
removal. In the reign of Eing William the 
Conqueror, a chief earl of his court, called 
Boger^ . built a sumptuous monastery in 
Shrewsbury, to the glory of Ood and the 
benefit of that city, endowing the same with 
Bu£S0ientTevenues. An abbot and his monks 
being there settled, began to lament the 
want of holy relies in their new church, 
which Wales^was stored with most abun- 
dantly, by reason that many eminent saints 
of both sexes had formerly flourished in 
those parts, renowned for sanctity and the 
grace of miracles. Hereupon they began to 
consider and consult what saint's body 
might be obtained by them, to bring a bless- 
ing upon the religious family. Daring 
this deliberation, a monk of their monastery 
fell dangerously sick, and moreover) was so 
distracted in mind, that his brethren, both 
in Shrewsbury and Chester, ceased not t.<ci 
recommend to Almighty Qro^ \\\& x^^^7««^ • 
One day, when the virtuovi^ ^viJ^-^^^^^ ^ 
Cheater Abbey had euded k\» ^t^^^^ ^^^ ^^ 
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miserable creature, he dropped into an 
unusual sleep, to whom a woman appeared in 
glorious attire, and said, " If you desire the 
sick man'aheakh, let one of you go and offer 
for him a mass, in the ohapel near unto St. 
Wenefride's well*, aad h€h will presently 
xecover." A^fter which she yanished out of 
liis sight. 

The sub-pxior, Badolphus, (that was his 
same,) awakened in g<reat amaaementk, but 
was backward in saying one word of the 
Tision, fearing that it would not fioA any 
•redit. Bui; when he heard thaii his 
brother's distemper grew more- desperate, 
eharity obliged him to declase what ne had 
seen. All the- religiouB were of opinion 
that St. Wenefride herself gave these direc- 
tions. Wherefore they immediately de- 
spatched away two of their company, who 
celebrated the holy mass in her chapel, and 
at that very time, as it was calculated, the 
Shrewsbury monk was restored to perfect 
health. On this account, both he and the 
other monks became more tenderly devoted 
to the virgin martyr. 

Bobert Salopiensis spends seven chapters 

in relating what methods were taken, that 

happy success might answer their zealous 

intention. I epitomise, yet will not omit 

auf thing which appears to me tbt-j m«A,«m.\. 

^he abbot and monks of SVixeYTB^uT^ ^«t. 
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fiisted with great constaticj many years ia 
their earnest desires and feryeut prayers, 
to obtain the treasure of St. Wenefride's 
sacred relics. In the reign of King Henry 
the First, a grant was giren of them, but by 
reason of many commotions after the king's 
death, in that country, the business was not 
effected till the second year of King Ste- 
phen's reigii:; when Abbot Herbert, in a 
consult with >his monies, deputed Itobert his 
prior, And fiichard, an eminent monk of 
the same monastery, to pass into Wales, to 
bring ^ck with them the reHcs. To faoili- 
tate the matter, before «their departure, 
several letters were transmitted to friends 
in those parts. They visited in th^ jour- 
ney the Bishop -of Bangor, and were cUrected 
by litm to a principal lord, who ruled in that 
country ^where the blessed body was kept. 
The iK>bleman, understanding the cause of 
their coming, entertained them <co«rteaiislve| 
and said, "Poubtless, Ood and the holy 
martyr haite sent you to translate her body 
to a place where it will be more honoured. 
I not only give my consent, but I will send 
also my servants to assist you. Were not I 
unavoidably detained by business Qf im- 
portance, I would presume to go with you 
m person, and with my unworthy hands I 
would deliver unto you those sacred pledges 
of sanctity." 
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This gracious speech cheered up the soli- 
citous travellers, who were seven in uumher, 
viz., the two priors of Shrewsbury and 
Ciiester, Bichard the moDk, a godly priest 
boru in that country, and three attend- 
ants. They set forward towards the 
sepulchre, and being come near unto Qui- 
therin, they met a man who cast them into 
dejection, but not into despair of success. 
He acquainted them in plain and positive 
terms, that the inhabitants having intelli- 
gence of their coming, and of their inten- 
tions, were absolutely resolved to oppose 
them : that no favour nor power of any 
mortal, should prevail with them to permit 
their chief saint's body, patroness of their 
country, to be carried away by strangers. 

These few words did so much dispirit 
them, that it seemed necessary to have en- 
couragement from heaven. Prior Hobert 
lay concealed in a farmer's house, and sent 
the Chester prior and the other priest to 
Guitherin, they being men of birth and well 
known in that country. Bobert rising up 
at his usual time to say matins, was certified 
by a devout man, who was one of his com- 
pany, how that night a glorious virgin had 
appeared unto him, and had ordered him to 
acquaint the anxious prior, that he should 
profe^perously effect the affair he came about, 
and by her meaus, whose honour he had 
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espoused. Bobert, something comforted 
with* this relation, after finishing matins, 
fell into a slumber, and seemed to see a 
former holy abbot of his own monastery, 
called G-odfrey, who thus revived him: 
'* Banish fear, brother Bobert, of failing in 
your design. Be of good heart, for by 
God's assistance we shall defeat those that 
oppose us, and we shall obtain what for 
many years we have earnestly desired." 
This was more than sufficient to animate 
him in the prosecution of his journey, espe- 
cially the other prior having sent an express 
to hasten them forward, because Ood had 
prospered their undertaking. 

Being arrived early in the morning at 
Guitherin church, and having prayed some 
time before her body, the chief priest of 
the parish came unto them. They humbly 
begged his charitable assistance for obtain- 
ing the saint's holy relics, which he easily 
granted them, as knowing before they came 
the will of God. "Eor,'* said he, " on Easter 
eve last, I had a vision in this very place. 
Composing myself to rest, a beautiful young 
man appeared unto me, commanding me to 
arise. I answered, that it was not yet the 
hour of matins ; so he left me. Beturning 
the second time, when I was more oppressed 
with sleep, he bid me rise, as before he had 
done; but being very heavy ^ 1 Tfe^\\^^ >^^5^ 
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I would rise in due time : and covering my 
head with my cloak, I returned to sleep. 
In the third yisib, he pulled away my cloak 
with violence, ordering me to follow him 
without delay, as I did, very much affrighted. 
He led me to the saint's shrine, and point- 
ing at it with his fioger, said, ' Note well 
this place, and also my words. I do com- 
mand thee, that if some months hence, per- 
sons come to open this sepulchre, and to 
carry away with them the saint's body, thou 
hinder them -not in their holy design, but 
assist them to the utmost of tliy power; 
lest, 'by Tesisting, thou 4)e punished (as I 
foretell thee) for thy disobedience, 'by some 
irremediable sickness.' After this the angel 
vanished itway." 

The good pastor was not wanting to his 
intimate duty. He disposed the -owners of 
the village to acquiesce in the will of God, 
and ordered the parishioners to repair to 
the church. Prior itobert, seeing «uch a 
numerous assembly, spoke unto them by an 
interpreter, in this manner: "I, and my 
companions are come hither by divine ap- 
pointment, to obtain of you St. Wenefride s 
body, that it may be honoured in our city 
and monastery, both which are mueh de- 
voted unto her. The virgin herself, ^as your 
pastor here preBent knows,) hatVi % N\«\Qn« 
manifested her will; and eho caui^\»a&i\» 
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displeased with those who are so bold as to 
contradict what she desires to be done.*' 
Oreat-attention was given to what he said — 
and they seemed much inclined to grant the 
pious request ; one man only opposed the 
motion, and with a clamorous voice declared 
that they should never be deprived, by his 
eonsent, of so grea^ a trea8u,re: that the 
saint had lived hoUIy, mid departed in that 
place:, hfiii velica were now honoured by 
them, IM& they had been by their anicestors, 
and that Almighty God had appi^oved of tlie 
people's devotion at her shrine by frequent 
miracles* This man was of an ijitvaricious 
temper, and moved to be so violent,, not out 
of a motive ot piety, bu,t luicre. However, 
after many eonsujtflttious, at last th^y all 
umtuimously <^onaented,.that St. ^jJiTenefride'tf 
body should be delivered to the monks, to be 
transla^ted to Sbrewsbu^ry. 
% Tlie prior and his companions returned 
their O^pgt humble thanks,, and without los- 
ing time, desired to enter th^ holy aisle, 
where the saint's shrine b^^d been visited for 
many ages by devout pilgrims. Robert, 
vith his compai;Ly„ being come before the 
W^fired relic*,, s^ug joyfully to Almighty 
Clodd, P9Q.1WS ef tiMkuksgiviug. Tiiey wrapped 
up deceB.tly her bones ia l\i^ ^\x«aX> \n\v6X!i^n 
which was brought by tioLem oti >X\«X ^<5fcovi»^»'- 
mud after a vepetitiouof graiWlxA^v^^^^^'^'^^'^ 
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to the pastor and to the inhabitants, they 
proceeded that night towards Shropshire. 
In the way homeward, they cured a sick 
man, who was torfcured with a Yiolent dis- 
temper, by putting into water a little of the 
earth found in St. Wenetride's head, and 
causing him to drink of it. This eyident 
miracle increased Teaeration te those sacred 
relics. 

Prior Bobert gav« timely notice to^ his 
abbot, that they were near at hand with the 
desired treasure,, and he received ord^s to 
deposit the same in St. Giles's chusoh, whioh 
stood near unto the gate of the city ; to ihe 
end that the body might be brought to the 
monastery in greater splendour,, by a solemn 
procession of the bishep, clergy, and the 
people. During its stay there, monks were 
appointed, by turns, to pray day and niglii; 
before the altar on which the virgin's bones 
were exposed. Multitudes of (wtizens of 
Shrewsbury joined with them in prayer, and 
mutually congratulated each other, on the 
happiness of so potent a patroness. St. 
"Wenefride was not backward in requiting 
this devout entertainment, shewing by seve- 
ral miracles how acceptable the same was 
unto her. The following one is very re- 
markable. 
A jouug wan had lain lon^ m a. miserable 
condition; for bis limbs were ao couViHvrXa^ 



ST. WENKFIIIDE. 83 

that he could not point a foot, and bis head 
BO much settled downwards, towards his 
knees, that he could not force it upwards to 
lift an eye to heaven. He spent that night 
in prayer, begging of God by the merits and 
intercession of St. Wenefride, that he might 
be healed. Towards morning he dropped 
into a slumber, and before the priest came 
to celebrate the first mass, he awaked and 
found himself perfectly cured. This aston- 
ished the whole city, seeing him to walk as 
readily as any of the inhabitants. 

A day being appointed by the bishop to 
convey the sacred relics from St. Giles's 
church to the monastery; notice was given 
both to town and country, and withal that 
such who assisted, or were present at the 
procession, would not only receive the 
oishop*s blessing, but also would gain in- 
dulgences, granted on account of the solem- 
nity. The universal fame of miracles, and 
St. Wenefride's sanctity, drew together a 
throng of people who appeared in their best 
apparel to honour that joyful day. A little 
before the processional inarch, the sl<y 
frowned with dark heavy clouds, and threat- 
ened immediate rain; this storm, ready to 
fall, contriittrated very much all devotA^k V>^ 
the saint, as foreseeing; t\\at \iv^v\^ -^^x^^ 
withdraw tLemseives. T\\e cVer^'^ ^w^va^'^^'' 
beaouizht earneetly tlie Ouiw^vvoV.^M^*^'^^'^*^ 
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of all times and seasons, that He would ploa« 
to frrfl nt dry weather, for His own honou 
and that of His Spouse, and for the consoh 
lion of the congregated people, tit least ui 
til the procession was ended. (Salopieu 
Lib. iL Chap, x?.) Their prayers wei 
heard so effectually, that although violei 
showers poured down in other parts of tli 
city, and adjacent fields, not one single dro 
fell into any street through which the blesi 
ed body was to pass. The thick clouc 
hovered and hung o?er their heads, as 
gathered on purpose to bring St. Wenefrid 
miraculously to her new possession of th 
holy Benedictine monastery. 

The streets were lined with an incredibl 

concourse of devout people, who on thei 

uees shed tears of joy as the body passe 

by, for so great a blessing. These were th 

tender showers, which fell in those streeti 

excepted by Heaven from rain. The bisho 

and priests brought the relics to the monaf 

tery, which were reverently received froi 

them by the abbot and his monks, as it 

estimable jewels. They were magnificentl 

placed upon the high altar, which was dedi 

cated to the holy apostles St. Peter an 

St. Paul, where many miracles were wrougb 

/^jr the help and benefit of souls and bodiei 

U'he name of Qod be praised tox w«t %» 
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Hitherto I have followed Bobertus Sale* 
piensis, who transiated St. Wenefride's body 
from Gaitherin to Shrewsbury, ia the year 
of our redemption, 1138. 

Not only this city, but other parts of 
Great Britain became most tenderly devoted 
to the holy virgin martyr, which induced 
Henry, archbishop of Canterbury, in a pro- 
vincial synod in 1420, to appoint the feast 
of St. Wenefride to be solemnly kept all 
o?er England, with an office of nine lessons, 
on the third day of November, {fiindewodei 
Pol. 76. Alfred, Anno 1138.) 

It is astonishing, and likewise depildrable, 
to hear some persons decrying miracles and 
ridiculing them with so great boldness and 
contempt, iihat in despite of holy doctors of 
the Church, and religious writers, they re- 
present l^esus Christ as one unfaithful to 
His sotomo .promise to future ages, and they 
obstinately mskintain, that all^mtraclesteeased 
after the apostles* preaehi&g. They assent 
without hesitflltion to ipagsn fPliltarch, 9?aci« 
tus, or Suetonius, but demur and doubt that 
eminent saint and learned doctor, St. John 
Chrysostome, who wrote a whole book on 
the subject of miracles; (Lib. de Babyla. M.) 
whence he infers, against the wilful heath«\N%^ 
that Christ is God, who \?o^EVl% «m^^hiw\^«^'^ 
hjr the dry ashes of H\% ioWo^wk- .'^Y 
miraclea registered by St. ^\il^\x^^v«x% "* 
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book of the ciiy of Gh)d ; those of Venerable 
Bede in his ecclesiastical history : what St. 
Jerome says of St.-^ Paul, the first hermit ; 
and St. Hilarion ; and St. Gregory the Great 
in his dialogues, are matter of mirth to those 
profane drolls. They do not attend what 
master they seek to please, by imitating the 
obdurate Jews, who *to discredit the miracles 
of the Son df God, gave them a malicious' 
turn, saying, in Behebub, prince of deviisy 
He cast out devils. '(St. Luke, xi. 15.) 

Our invincible heroine, the glorious virgin 
martyr, St. Wenefride, has not met with 
kinder quarter; for after the plunder of her 
rich shrine, and the scattering'of her blessed 
bones, her admirable life must be 'listed with 
the monkish legends ; her evident miracles 
are fabulous narratives; and the stupendous 
cures wrought at her well are nothing else 
but the experienced effects of a cold bath. 
To the ^eater honour of God, who has hon* 
cured this saint to a wonderful decree, I 
will instance a few late miracles, and refer 
it to the truly Christian reader, whether the 
watery element could influence such un- 
common changes. I will not travel further 
back than the last age, lest it be objected, 
that many things are asserted, happening 
long ago, which may rationally be disbe* 
Jiered, but c&nnot be disproved. TlVv^ <itv« 
^'waJ atteataiionu at this moment \v^ \>«tow 
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me; and where I do not abbreviate, (some 
cures being worded after a prolix manner, 
as to circumstances,) I will deliver what I 
offer in the ver^ expressions of the authentic 
records. They are taken from eye-witnesses, 
who were persons of tender conscience and 
nice honour, sometimes given in under their 
own handwriting. 

In the year of our Lord God 1606, Sir 
Boger Bodenham, 'knight of the honourable 
order of the Bath, after a^ iedious quartan 
a^nie, had a gfK)ss Immour settled in his legs, 
which -soon after broke out into apparent 
leprosy. He made use of ma^y able physK 
cians, but depended most on Boctor John 
Pavid Bhes, a Cambro Briton, who com- 
menced a doctor at Sienna, professed physic 
at ^adua, was a practitioner in 'divers parts 
of Italy, and fifterwards in England. He 
was near sixty years of ; age when Sir Eoger 
oonsulted him. This learned man ran- 
through all remedies that concern could 
suggest, or art devise, without any success 
0]>>ease^to 'the knight. He therefore advised 
him to lay the case before the College of 
Physicians in London, which was stated 
very faithfully and learnedly by the afore- 
said Bbes, and was carried uq b^ "%&:&« 
Thomas Beale, steward olL^\tHci^«t^^ ^i^vice^^. 
The College of liondpn bem^ <io^^^xve^^'^ 
CABO w&a rea,d and debate, «k» «^»^ "^^ ^^ 






• 
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tice anil prescriptions of Doctor Bliefl 
which Beale delirered to them in writing 
Thej wrote back to Sir Boger their opinion 
that his physician had hit ' right on hii 
disease, and had applied proper remedies foi 
a cure ; that he was a person so eminent]] 
learned, that thej acfknolrledged ihemseirei 
his inferiors, he having been teadefr to lki 
most of them ; and if the method he toc/k hti 
no effect, there was not in natofl'e isnj cuil 
{ for him. The knight fotind no^t any satis- 

faction by the answer, which was penned tc 
the commendation of his physidan* Df 
Bhes, being a Roman Datholio, ad?]sed hit 
patient to remore to St. Wenefride^ weH 
to try whether by the saint's inte^cessiof] 
he might not obtaiin a enre, which was noN 
in the power of art to effect. He ae< 
quainted him with the holiness of the place 
and what miraculous faTonrs were there 
obtained. Sir Eoger, extremely dei^irons ol 
health, obeyed his physician, and nndertooli 
a painful journey, full seyenty-eight British 
miles, from Botherwas to Holy Well. He 
bathed himself in the miraculous fountain^ 
and became as sound and clean from all 
scurf and leprosy as a child newly born, and 
afterwards continued so. This happened 
providentially ; fur as Naaman, Captain* 
Oeneral of SyviA, was directed to nvsaVl va 
^Ae river Jordan^ which completed ^ t'wc 
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foil] cure of Iiis soal as well as of lii« boJj ; 
(4 Kings y.) in like manner, the leper, Sir 
l^ger, came to wash in the stream of Holj 
Well : he was not at that time a Catholic, 
but the miraculous cure, with other moti?e8 
of credibility, induced him to embrace the 
true faith, and he was reconciled to the 
<!/hnrdh of Christ ; he rendered thanks and 
praises to Almighty Qod for both these 
iavoun. Besides this relation, which Sir 
^ger gave to his wife, and to his daughter- 
in-kw, wife to his eldest son, Mrs. Mary 
iBodenham:; there were other witnesses, the 
aforesaid tThomas (Beale, William G-reen and 
^is wife, Richard Bray, John Henley, and 
■many more attendants on Sir Soger Bodeu- 
ham. 

iDhe ^Omrfipotent is 'more glorified in His 
"saints, by attributing supernatural effects 
to 'their humble {petitions 'before His sacred 
throne, than to ^natural cauises. Some un* 
•beKerers-Cif holyScripttfre had not declared 
otherwise) might ascribe the "wholesomenesa 
of the waters of Sfericho, 'to an occult, sud* 
den, and subterraneous quality and altera- 
tion, rather than to the prophet Elizeus's 
miracle, by casting salt into the fountain. 
(4 Kings, ii. 19.) Worshippers of the great 
God have different sent\m«x\\.%, w^ V^ ^^ 
pear by the following xeXaWwv. "Vcv *^^^^ 
month of December , m VW ^e^ax o1 ^^' 
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Lord 1637, Mrs. Jane "Wakeman, of Eoug- 
lej, in the parisli of Horsham, and county 
of Sussex, was tormented with a sore breast, 
and having used all probable means for a 
cure, found no ease or prospect of growing 
better. The ablest surgeons concluded, 
that unless her breast was cut off, there was 
not any other way to relieve her; neither 
would they by that operation give assurance 
of a recovery, for they verily believed that 
her breast was incurable, and to attempt 
the amputation miglit hasten the gentle- 
woman's death. They declared this to her 
friends, but encouraged her with ^better 
hopes. Mrs. Wakeman regarded not their 
opinion, with which she 'was privately ac- 
quainted, but resolved to have recourse to 
Heaven, and to undertake a pilgrimage to 
St. Wenefride's well, in ^Jintsliire. She' 
began her journey from London in the 
month of June, 1638, accompanied -by her 
said husband, Mr. 'Richard Wakeman, 4iis 
brother, and one Francis Nash. She had 
at 'that time two great holes in her breast, 
under the -left nipple, -which were seen -by 
both CJatholics and Protestants. "When she 
came into "Worcestershire, to a place-called 
Beely, she left there behind her all her salves 
and ointments, having a strong faith and 
Jjopea 'in A Imigh ty ^ God' s mercy , a.w^»\vi Wv^ 
p/afera of bJeaaed St. Weueklde, W\«X. ^^ 
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would not have anj further occasion of 
using them. She onlj applied clean linen, 
to keep her breast sweet; for the corrup- 
tion burst out in so great quantities, that it 
forced its way through many folds, and ran 
down into her very shoes. Her breast left 
off running at her first bathing in the holy 
well: she stayed one night only in that 
town, but went thrice into the fountain ; 
and from the very instant of her finishing 
her devotions, to her dying day, which was 
five years after, she never found any pain in 
that breast, nor any sore, or sign thereof, 
except a little seam, to show the place where 
the two holes were miraculously closed up. 
She bore afterwards three children, and in 
drying up her milk, found that breast least 
troublesome, which before had ^been ulcer- 
ated. I have this account «in Mr. Wake- 
man's handwriting, which he gave, as a per- 
petual testimony of the favour, and also of 
the passage which follows. 

In the year of one thousand sis hundred 
and thirty, the aforesaid Mr. Wakeman, of 
Bougley, &c., being at Holywell, saw a man 
lying dead, hard by the well itself. Tbis 
profane wretch, the day before, had much 
derided and scofied at blessed St. Wene- 
fride, who suffered a glorioua tci^t*oj^^wsi.\cs. 
de/e/ice of Ler virginity: \\© «X%o ^t)j^^ '«>^'^* 
Bire and unci\ii language/m \\\^ ^^^^^^^^^ "^ 
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Mr. WakemaHy to the pilgrims wlio cama 
thither to perform their derotionfi. The 
coroner was called, a jnrj impannelled, and 
the body was Yiewed. After mature delibe- 
ration they gave in this ?erdict : " That Ood's 
JQst judgment was the cause of his death, 
for his unoiyil carriage in tliat place." Thoa 
Mr. Wakeman, an eye-witness. I couki 
add here the names of such, who in the 
year 1637, ordered the image of St Wene- 
fride to be defaced, and the iron bars to be 
taken away, which supported the pious 
visitants in the rapid stream ; how both he 
who commanded it, and those who executed 
his orders, contrary to the persuasion of 
several moderate Protestants, were shortly 
after exemplarily punished by uncommon 
misfortunes and disasters. HoreeTer,'liad I 
not confined myself to the last 'oentary, I 
could mention precedents, more than suffU 
dent, to caution persons from being too foF* 
ward in their 'Contempt df St. Wenefride 
and her well, which is sometimes severely 
taken notice of by Him who has said, ** He 
that touches you, tonckes %he apple of Mine 
eye." (Zach. iL S.) But let ns return 
from this digression, if it may be called 
so. 
The infinite wisdom of Ood thinks fit, not 
A? irorA miracles by the inteTce%*\otv oC His 
^oj/itm, ia all places^ nor loviarA^ «b\\ ^^et- 
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sons, bufc as it pleoseth Him. (Sfc. Aug. 
Epist. 137.) The greatest wonders are 
wrought at St. Weneiride's well, but I relate 
here a cure at a great distance, which tends 
much to the glory of our saint. In the 
month of June, and the year of our Lord, 
1647, the wife of John Clec, gardener in the 
suburbs of the city of Worcester, being 
diseased, undertook on foot a journey to 
Holywell, hoping to find there the recovery 
of her health. Passing through Kidder- 
minster, in her way to Flintshire, she called 
at her cousin Anthony Cooke's house. 
Having refreshed herself, she acquainted 
her cousin wifh the occasion of this her pil- 
griinage. The long discourse on the subject 
of Holywell was overheard by a sick womiirp, 
<who lay in the nex^jt room. This, poor cre^ 
ture had continued bedrid »{%, or sev.en yeaj^ ;; 
she was always lame,,f^nd had been put upou, 
the said Cooke,. (who wasQ^lineu weaver,). tO; 
be maintained at the charge of the parish.. 
Just as the pilgrim was taking leave, and 
ready to set foi^wards, the bedrid woman, 
cried out to speak with her: th^ bHsinessK 
was this, she desired her, for th^ passion of 
Christ, to carry for her a siiigie penny 
(which she gave her) to Holywell, aiid to. 
bestow it u]>on the ftrst poQt >a^^^ ^^ *^«t»h 
happened to meet, liuuxVA'j ^Wflcvvv^ >ii«^'*^ 
imrtjr to go into the weW tot Vx^x. w.^"^ V^"^ 
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that Bhe mi^ht have the use of her limbs. 
This was promised and performed. 

The poor widow^s two mites, cast into the 
treasury of tlie temple, were so acceptable 
to the Searcher of hearts, that He declared, 
the had given more than all together^ (Luke, 
xzi. 3,) for it was her whole personal estate. 
The opulent scribes and pharisees might 
fliog in handfuls of gold, they found no 
want ; this poor creature bestowed on her 
God what seemed necessary to relieve her- 
self, perhaps saying at the same time, with a 
flaming heart, '' Lord, if I were mistress of the 
two worlds, as I am of these two mites, they 
should be employed to your' honour." St. 
Wenefride accepted the single penny sent 
to her well, with so great faiih and devo« 
tion ; it was all the- bedrid woman had to 
present her with. Clec's wife haying re* 
mained at her journey's end six or seven 
days,, returned homewards, and coming to 
Kidderminster, called at her cousin Cooke's 
house, where, to her great astonishment, 
she saw the lame bedrid woman perfectly 
recovered, and enquiring at what time she 
became sound,, it was computed, that on 
that day, and the ^ery hour, when tlie single 
penny was delivered at Holywell, the bedrid- 
woman arose, walked round the house and 
abroad, to the admiration of IK^ viholo 
parish. This xniraculous cliange at bo ^t^^^ 
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a distance, could not be the effect of a cold 
bath. This passage was diligentlj examined 
by Mr. James Bridges, who had Anthony 
Cooke and dec's wife before him, who both 
attested the truth of what is here related. 
In testimony whereof, Mr. Bridges recorded 
the same in his own handwriting. This 
was the worthy gentleman, who being sheriff 
of Worcester, proclaimed there the king in 
the year 1651, for which he suffered much 
from the rebels, and with difficulty escaped 
tlve gallows. 

A languifihing patient per<plexes the phy- 
sician, and distempers rooted from infancy 
cause him to fling aside hh books, and to 
dismiss the hopes of cure. This seemed the 
case of Mrs. Mary Newman, wife of Mr. 
Hugh Newman, who was clerk to Sir Jeremy 
Smith, then captain of one of his majesty's 
men of war. At five years of age, by an 
ague and fever, she was reduced to that 
lameness and impotence, that for the term 
of eighteen yeass she was not able to stand 
or point a foot to the ground:, her arm 
bones were so mucii out of tlieir natural 
places, that one reached over and interfered 
with the other, and the bones of her legs 
were so dislocated, that thej extended some 
inches behind those of the U\\^\«^. ^«v\\^ 
in this inifierable conditvon, avi^ V^nw.^ qu-o^- 
sjderuble /riends at coux\.> »\^^ -vs^^^^^*^"^ "^ 
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plication and address unto them. By tlieir 
interest she had the opinion of ali the king's 
physicians, who declared that naturally the 
woB incurable. Hereupon she was touched 
by the king, but it pleased G-od not to 
restore her to health. She was two sum- 
mers and one winter at the bath in Some]> 
setshire, and at other places in Eng^apd 
famous for cures, as also, at tihree> M^eUs ip. 
Scotland ; although she coalfi npt make any 
other shift for heisseif, than wijth. gjse^ di|& 
culty and pai|i to crawl a little upon bpr 
knees. Slie* wa^ qarried into France, and 
was put twiee into the second grape-press, 
in diveca parts of that kingdom. She was 
touched 9^ !Mtri# by the Fijench king; ia 
Flanders she^visiited Sichem and other plaees 
of devotipa: she w;as eighjteen wiemcs at 
Aquiiigmuie v ifi Holland ahp ha4; tiie 2i4id<ie 
of an ijtaliaai Prince, famous fo]^his skiU i^ 
]>hysic. To be bsiefs she wa& conducted to. 
the ba,th& in Portugal,; all whiph, joiU'neys 
were for the most pa^t 9^ the king of ]^g- 
land*s esspense, but not to any effect or 
alteration in the ci;ipple.. It is true, she- 
had been, formeriy twi^e at St. AJTenefi^ide's 
well, witbpu4i 9^y a^endo^nt, yet had aoii 
earnest desire and strong impulse to mptke^ a 
third pilgrimage r. she was comfoi;ted with, 
iJieae writing tliougbts, botVi iwsiis^ik^ and 
eleeping, UTiiei^efore,. towaiiia tN^ft \tk!c\«i^ 
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end of May, in the year 1666, she began 
her journey from London* and arrived at 
Holywell on Wednesday, in Whitsun week, 
being the sixth day of June, in the same 
year. G-oing into the holy fountain, she 
immediately felt (with much pain) her bones 
to move, and draw to their right places ; so 
that by the help of others, namely, Mrs, 
Degg, of "Wolverhampton, (who with Mr. 
Paling, her kinsman, and other pilgrims of 
StafiPbrdshire, were at that time in the well,) 
she was able to stand upon her feet, which 
she had not done before (as is already said) 
for eighteen years, and to walk a little in 
the water. On Trinity Sunday she went 
the fifth time into the well, and afterwards 
walked without any help of others, and on the 
Wednesday following she undertook a jour- 
ney towards Ireland. This miracle was 
attested, with all the recited particulars, by 
herself, in the presence of John Hughes de 
Come and Eobert Price de Aelwhyducha, 
as witnesses to her subscription. If the 
cold bath had an occult virtue to restore 
ber limbs, it had been needless to return a 
third time^ as the former visits seem to be 
made in vain. She had heard of St. Beuno's 
prediction, concerning a third paytcL^vA* <22^ 
devotion at that place, and. (iom^\^^.^^^ ^^'^ 
waa blessed with the surprieivxx^ exrce. 
On the fourth of A.pti\i\^^^>«^^^'^ 
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o'clock in the afternoon, Hugh, the son of 
Thomas Williams, of the parish of Whitford, 
in the county of Flint, yeoman, a boy of eight 
years and nine months old, having a body of 
just proportion in each part to the height of 
his .stature, which was four feet, and playing 
with one of his school fellows near the mill, 
which stands but a little distance from, the 
holy fountain, attempted to skip over the 
water, but came short of the other side, and 
dropped into the current, where it is most 
impetuous, three yards from the great 
water-wheel, and was immediately carried 
out of sight. The standers by gave him up 
for lost, as prudently supposing, that be- 
sides the evident danger of drowning, he 
would be crushed to death : for betwixt the 
wheel and the paved bottom of the channel 
under it, there is not the space of two 
inches, yet he was suddenly conveyed into 
the ditch beyond the aforesaid wheel. 

His companion seeing the sad accident, 
and knowing nothing of his safety, raised a 
mournful loud cry, which so alarmed the 
master and forty scholars, that they all ran 
out of school, to learn the occasion of it« 
The miller also, and others, were in the 
same fright ; but one William Bowen, who 
was standwg with an angling rod four yards 
below the wheel, espied him eTid^^^.'^ouring 
^o ^»— o« ^y^ ^f ^2xe ditch, ani com^\«;\\im% 
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tliat he had lost his shoe. The boy was taken 
into a house, and that moment a surgeon 
was called: his body being examined, the 
youth was found not to have received any 
crush or contusion, except a little skin ruf- 
fled off one ankle, as a mark to declare what 
would become of him, if he had not been 
miraculously preserved. 

Cornelius, the son of John Nicholas, of 
the parish of Tremaine, in the county of 
Cardigan, about two miles distant from 
Cardigan town, being a young man of seven- 
teen years of age, both fatherless and 
motherless, entered into the service of his 
aunt. On the 2l8t of December, 1673, a 
little before night, he was struck with so 
great a weakness by a sudden blast, finding 
racking pains from his knees down wan Ib, 
that he was not able to go or stand. Several 
remedies were used, as ointments, plaisters, 
cutting and lancing about the toes and 
ankles, to the very bones. They continued 
this method until towards Easter, but find- 
ing them insignificant, and that they were 
rather prejudicial to him, it was resolved to 
convey him to St. "Wenefride's well. His 
relations were indigent, and having no 
other means, he was recommended t<(^ ^^ 
charity of good people, i^toxa ^oorc \.o ^^^'^^ 
on a Aand. barrow. The ^ e\^\v ^\Wcvcv^vy>^ 

tbemeehesi from other iiaV»\oTMi>^>l Oaft»^^ 
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ness in assisting those in gt^tit necessity. 
Thej knew whither the cripple was to be 
carried, and on what acconnt, therefore thej 
lent helping hands, that he uiight finish a 
journey of ninety miles. He was brought 
to Holywell on the 11th of ^tine, and early 
next morning was put into the fountain, be- 
ing Friday in Whitsun week. No sooneir 
was he in the water, than he found himself 
perfectly recovered ; he walked in the weU, 
out of it, and ever after continued in good 
health, to the admiration of all those who 
had been spectators of his former miserable 
condition. &lory be to &od, who is won- 
derful in His saints. 

It carries a sort of demonstration fdr 
miracles, when those who obstinately op- 
pose them, are constrained to own them. 
Amongst the re9t, perhaps there are none 
more positive in their erroneous opinions 
than those men called quakers. They deny 
absolutely the divine efficacy of baptismal 
water, but the flowing fountain of St. 
Wenefride prevailed with Boger Whestone 
to renounce his heresy, and by holy baptism 
to become a devout Christian Catholic. 
This Eoger, by education a quaker, by pro- 
fession a tailor, dwelling in Sidmore, within 
^/je parish of JBroomsgrove, in Worcester- 
shlre^ at sixty years of age, wa« Vm^adi hi\V.\i 
^ Urmity, which diasAA^^avik \» 
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mch a degree, that he could not feed him- 
self. He was coDfined to his bed seventeen 
weeks, after which he found an abatement 
of the severe pains,, which before ran through 
his whole bpdj. He was so weak, when 
able to ri|ie, t^at he could not put his hand 
to aq^ yforkf h\it halting on crutches he 
l^g^ his broad from door to door. Hav- 
ing contini;f}d threeyears in this sad misery, 
l|e wfM told by a il^lintshire man, living in his 
qeighbourhood, that at a place in his coun- 
ter, called TJTenefride's well^ great numbers 
qf lame persons, and diseased, were fre- 
q^ent]y, after a miraculous manner, restored 
tp haalth. It came into the Quaker's mind, 
npggBBtei by a better spirit tnan commonly 
' ^Hff^'^d hif|Ei, that the Lord would help him 
ajt tjiat fountain. In this he was so confi- 
dent, tha^ not the least doubt occurred to the 
contrai;y. "VJTherefore, in the year 1667, hie 
began his jpurney on crutches, attended by 
a young girl, bi^ daughter ; and after many 
days' travel, he- came to Holywell about 
noon, on the 28th day of August, in the 
aforesaid year. Hie could, not be induced 
to wash in the well— that had a smattering 
of popery and superstition — ^but sitting at 
the side of it, he drank one c\s:^ ^^ ""^^s^^ 
water, and he became as \t 'western ^\x"wnr.^n 
returning to himself, be de%\T©^ iMaoKJ^^. ^^^ 
of the BAme water, and haVm^ ^t«s^ ^ 
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]ie threw away both Lis crutches, and found 
himself etrangelj, suddenly, and perfectly 
cured. He walked round the well, drop- 
ping many tears of joy, to join the stream 
of that miraculous spring. The power 
and goodness of St. Wenefride's heavenly 
Spouse, placed the miracle out of the reach 
of cayil and dispute, by healing an^ old crip- 
ple in a minute, with two draughts of water. 
Another higher cure was wrought in the 
soul of this quaker : for giving attention to 
the inspirations of the Holy Ghost, and an 
impartial ear to the motives of belief, he em- 
braced the Boman Catholic faith. He and 
Iiis son (eleven years of age) received the 
holy Sacrament of baptism, at which the 
greatest quality of that country were pleased* 
to stand sponsors. 

Were it not a needless repetition of what 
has been said already, I would set down at 
large the attestation of Bobert Hill, a most 
rigid quaker, which lies now before me, con- 
cerning the truth of the aforesaid miracle. 
Have patience at least with some part of it, 
as he words it. "I, Bobert Hill, of the 
county of Worcester, having lately been 
overseer of the poor of the. parish of Brooms- 
grove, witliin the said county, and now a 
j/ear JnhabitaDt of the said town, do testify 
^Aa^ I am, and have been "weW aaq^^miXm^ 
nrJth JSobert Wiflton, aliaa ^Vi©V.«Xoii^, ^l 
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aboufc Sixty years of age, tailor, dwellinp; ia 
the same town ; and that I knew him for these 
last three years, lame and infirm, that he 
could not work at his trade, nor go without 
crutches, and so feeble that he was not able 
to feed himself. (Hill makes here a recital of 
his ten days' journey, and of his sudden cure 
at the w^ll, as Whetstone related the same 
to him, then adds,) — ^Por my own part, I 
can well say, that I knew him infirm and 
lame, often coming in these late years^ on 
his crutches, to beg at my door ; and now 
being returned from Holywell, is very 
strong, and well able to work at his trade, 
to the great wonder of the inhabitants of 
Broomsgrove, some whereof, presently upon 
his return, being lame and infirm, came to 
Holywell, in hopes to be also cured ; and 
upon their return they reported to me, that 
they were better in health than formerly, 
&c. — In witness hereto I put my hand, the 
second day of October, 1667. Egbert 
Hill." In the same account, the said 
Robert Hill declares, how his own lame girl 
of fourteen years of age, was cured, by only 
making use of Holywell water. 

I could bring a cloud of witnesses, to use 
St. Paul's expression, (Heb. tl\\, \.^i ^^'s^^ssi^- 
ing other undeniable m\tacYe>^> ^^«x3^^^^ ^^ 
St, WeDefride'a iuterceasioxi, t^qV* '^>^ ^^ "^ 
scare corner, but in tY\© ^a^e> ol >i>cv^ «^^- 
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solemnly declare, that I leave behind twice 
as maDy wonders, happening in the lasi 
century, of which many were eye witnesses, 
at the holy fountain. Holywell seems to 
resemble in some sort, the Frobatica Fond, 
where in five porches, there lay a great muL 
titude of sick persons, of blind, lame, and 
withered. (St. John, v. 3.) In the trayelling 
season the town appears populous," crowded 
with zealous pilgnms, from all parts oi 
Britain. The well itself receiyes a succes- 
sion of visitants from sunrise until late a1 
night. The many hand barrows and crutches 
which have been hung at the pillars, demon- 
strate the mercies of God, and the powerful 
intercession of the virgin martyr. They apj 
soon removed by those who envy the glorj 
of our saint. I forbear to make mention 
of the recovery of blindish eyes, of barrel 
women becoming fruitful, of inveterate 
violent convulsions suddenly ceasing, oi 
deaf persons favoured with hearing, of stub< 
born devils cast out of possessed people, 
(certainly the immortal spirits, who suffei 
the eternal torments of hell, could not be 
forced away by the material elements of t 
cold bath.) These, and many others of the 
last age I omit, not to inc^rease the price 
and bulk of this book, as also, that it maj 
be ready to wait on those to \«\voiii SX. y 
dedicated. St. Augustin, ia \iia \.^^\IN 
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book of the City of God, writing of a blind 
man who received sight, and of other mira- 
cles, when St. Ambrose translated the holy 
bodies of SS. Gervasius and Frotasius, 
thought it sufficient qonviction against the 
incredulous scoffing heathens, that Immenso 
populo teste, rea.gestft, est, A vast concourse 
of people were able to attest the truth of 
them ; which is exactly our present case. 

I conclude with the divine message the 
Son of God sent to His precursor in prison, 
to confirm the disciples of the Baptist, and 
to confound the Jews, which^ with profound 
humility, and the greatest deference imagi- 
nable, may be applied to our glorious patro* 
jiess of Wales, by what you read in this 
admirable life. Go and report that the 
blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are made 
clean, the deaf hear, the dead rise again, to 
the poor the Gospel is preached. (St. Mat. 
zi. 5.) The omnipotence and goodness of 
our great God be adored and praised, by all 
angels and saints, for ever. Amen, Amen. 



It would be unpardonable in the editor of 

this present edition, were he to omit addvcws^ 

to the foregoing testimom^t^ ^1 *Osi^ ^^-^a^sv^ 

favour gr&ntei to those Y«\iO Vvi's^^'vaa ^^ 

terceBsion of the virgm f^aVoX., V^^ '^'^^'^ 
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miracle wrought on the 28th of Jane, 1805, 
on the person of Wenefride White, of Wol- 
verhampton, in Staffordshire, then about 
twenty-six years of age, and had resided 
with a respectable shop-keeper in that town, 
a Mrs. Withenbury, in the quality of a 
servant, more than ten years previous to her 
indisposition, which latterly had rendered 
her, at times, incapable of moving herself in 
any direction, and was considered b v several 
of the faculty to be incurable. Toe verity 
of this miracle has been established beyond 
contradiction, through the zeal of that emi* 
nent and learned prelate of the Church, the 
late Bight Be v. Dr. Milner, Bishop of Cas- 
taballa, and Vicar Apostolic of the Midiaod 
District, who entered into a regular and 
detailed investigation of the matter, and 
published the result of his inquiries, 
together with the authentic documents he 
obtained from the professional gentleman 
who attended the young woman, as to the 
state of her disorder, and from those who 
witnessed the suddenness and efficacy of the 
cure. For the satisfaction of the reader, 
we give the following relation of this sur- 
prising instance of the goodness of G-od to- 
wards those afflicted, but humble mortals, 
who place their confidence in Him, and beg 
the sapplicatioas of His lioly tt«AnX.%, N^V^a 
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bave especially devoted their lives to His 
service. 

"Wenefride White, (says the venerable 
prelate,) being interrogated by me concern- 
ing her late disorder, and the cure of it, 
solemnly declares on her word, and is will- 
ing, it* necessary, to confirm by her oath, 
that she had been for several years in a very 
infirm state of health, but, that for the last 
three years and more, previous to her going 
to Holywell, she had been utterly incapable 
of doing her work as a servant. She says, 
the fihst signal, effect of her disorder was a 
violent pain in her left side, which after- 
wards extended itselfio the left hip, and to 
the back bone. She dcjscribes the said hip 
and the left leg, as seeming to fall out of its 
place, in consequence of the stretching of 
the sinews belonging to it ;; so that when 
she attempted to move, she was forced to 
drag the leg after) her. She says that the 
back-bone was frequently swelled, particu- 
larly in the upper and lower parts of it, to 
relieve which, sometimes blisters, and at 
other times poultices were applied. These 
occasioned a great discharge of matter,. as 
did also two issues which were made.in her 
back, one on each side of tlv^ ViWiSi^ j^ijs^ 
kept open for several monVJaa, ^^^'^**^^ 
the pain in the back-bone, ^tl^ ^ejrcw^i.^/^^ J 
Jier head, was most violent \ wcA ^vi^"^ 
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last year and a half of her malady, uninter- 
rupted ; 80 that she was under the greatest 
apprehension of losing her senses, and fre- 
quently prayed to God that this misfortune 
might not befal her. Sometimes, when she 
was a little better, she could walk with the 
help of a stick, or even for a short time 
without one ; but she was ney<er frpe from 
the violent pain and weakness abo^e clch 
scribed. At other tiofies she waa..unM)lQ tp, 
move herself at all, and was acqoiidiqgly; 
carried to and from bed, like a qe?r-bor4. 
infant. Once she coQtinued in thi^ state of, 
universal debility for six v^.eeks.. together.; 
still the principal seat of her paip, she a^ys,' 
was the back- bone, and the left side. After 
recovering a little from the last-mentioned 
severe fit, she began to use a crutch, with 
which she supported herself, and dragged on 
her left leg, using it under the correspond- 
ing arm. But this arm soon failing and be- 
coming too weak to hold a crutch, and 
sometimes even a handkerchief, or to be 
raised by her to her head, she was forced to 
hobble on (when she could move herself at 
all) with the crutch under her right arm, and 
thus drag On her whole left side as if it had 
been dead. 

**In this helpless and hopeless situation, 
Aaving frequently heard Dr. T3ii^ct\sS\ wii^ 
-^fc Siubba decl&re that medicVnw co\3X^ ^^ 
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her no good, and that her disorder was in* 
curable, she thought of applying to Al- 
mighty G-od for supernatural relief; as she 
had read and heard of many miraculous 
cures that had been performed by His power 
and goodness, at Holywell, in Flintshire, 
through the prayers of the blessed Virgin 
Mary and St. Wenefride, she felt a strong 
inclination to get herself conveyed thither. 
Sut, on the other hand, being apprehensive of 
getting rid of a cross which might be in- 
'tended for her sanctification and salvation, 
she says she determined not to do so, nor 
even to wish for anything regarding this 
matter, but in conformity with the advice of 
her spiritual director. 8he, therefore, first 
applied for counsel to the Bev. Mr. Walsh, 
and afterwards, at his desire, to the !Bev. 
Mr. Blount, who, having inquired into the 
motives that induced her to wish for a cure 
for her malady, approved of them, and con- 

* sented to her undertaking the journey. 
She therefore set off from "Wolverhampton 
as soon afterwards as she could get herself 
ready, with an humble confidence that God 
was both able and willing to work a miracle 
in her behalf, as well as He had done in 
favour of so many others. This confidencov^ 
she says, she expressed to ^otci^ q.^ '^^'^ 
frlenda before she set off. ^\\e \^l'<»^ ^'^^'^ 

hampton oa the 25 th oi Jone^M ^^ ^"^^ 
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coach, and reached Chester on the evening 
of the 26th, whence she got a conveyance, 
the same night, by a returned post chaise, 
belonging to Mr. Price, of the White Horse, 
to Holywell, where she arrived very early 
the ensuing morning. She said she suffered 
extremely during the journey, and upon her 
arrival at Holywell ; so that she began to 
apprehend the fears which her mistress had 
expressed of her not returning home alive, 
would prove to be true. 

"The next morning, the 28th of June, 
about seven o'clock, having performed those 
daily acts of devotion which she had con- 
tinued ever since she had resolved to visit 
Holywell, at the house where she lodged in 
Well-street, kept by a Mrs. Humphreys, 
she crawled down, with great difficulty, to 
what is called St. Wenefride's well, in com- 
pany with a Mrs. Midghall and the two 
Mrs. Promleys, ladies who had arrived from 
Liverpool at Holywell the same day that ' 
she did. One of the latter, she says, was so 
charitable as to assist her in bathing. She 
describes the effect of the water, upon her 
being immersed into it, as so much surpris- 
ing and overpowering her, that she was un- 
able to recollect herself, or attend to the 
fitate of her health, till she began to change 
Aer batbjDg dresa in an adjoining c«Ai\\i,be- 
^ouging to a Mrs. Needham, yiVio ».U«>u^^ ^\i 
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tire well, when she found herself able to 
stand upon her left leg as firm as upon her 
right leg, and that the excruciating pains at 
her back, and her other pains and maladies 
had quite left her ; in a word, that she was 
in every respect perfectly well. She says, 
that remaining a fortnight longer at Holy- 
well, she bathed two or three times more, 
in compliance with custom, and to satisfy 
the importunity of her friends, but without 
any sensible benefit to her health, as in fact 
she ^as perfectly cured at her first bathing, 
and enabled to walk, run, or work, as well 
as ever. From Holywell she went to Pud- 
dington, in Cheshire, where she had ac« 
quaintance, and from thence to Chester, 
where she was detained several days by her 
friends ; so that it was about a month from 
the time of her cure till her reaching home. 
She adds, that she has never had any return 
of her former disorders, pains or weaknesses, 
since the day of her cure, viz., the 2$th day 
of June, 18U5. 

" This declaration having been read over 
to the undersigned, she hereby testifies the 
truth of it. 

" "Wenefeide White." 

The aforesaid Wenefride "WViVt^ \^\xw»s^ 
at the present day, m a ^^«X^ ^^"^ ^"^^w; 
health, and now Bupervul^u^^ ^ Cws^*^ 
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charity scliool in Wolverhampton, which 
town was also the residence of Dr. Milner. 
The witnesses to the above cure are nume« 
rous, and consist of persons of different 
stations, religions, countries, and places of 
residence, viz., Protestants, Catholics, Eng- 
lish, "Welsh, resident at "Wolverhampton, 
Liverpool, and Holywell, who could not 
possibly be combined for the purpose of in- 
venting a series of falsehoods. Hence it is 
evident, that " even in this age of domineer- 
ing vice and incredulity, God hath not left 
Kimaelf without testimony ^ (Acts xiv. 16,) 
or, to speak in plain terms, that an evident 
HiBACLE has been wrought amongst us^ 
It is therefore hoped, to conclude with the 
words of the said exalted and pious divine, 
that this miraculous cure will produce those 
good effects upon a certain number of sin- 
cere and humble souls, which it has already 
produced upon some, and which it was cer- 
tainly designed by Almighty Q-od to pro- 
duce, independently of the immediate bene- 
fit of the subject of it. For every known 
miracle is the voice of Q-od proclaiming to 
men His infinite power, goodness, and pro- 
vidence, in their regard. It calls, therefore, 
for a renewal of our profound homage, of 
€?i/r ardent ]ove,B.nd of our entire confidence 
-w? ^//n^ under all accidents and. avx^Ke^tm^^ 
^^A^ we do or may experience, ^vet^ \mi^ 
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cle is moreover a divine sanction of tlie reli- 
gious worship or devout practices, for the 
sake of whicn, or by means of which, sucli 
supernatural communication with man has 
taken place. H^nce the present miracu- 
Tous cure, obtained of Almighty God by the 
pi^ayers of the blessed Virgin Mary and of 
St. W«Qefride, who had been inuroked for 
ihiB purpose, at a plaqe particularly conse- 
crated to t;he memory of th^ latter more 
than a thousand years ago, ought to confirm 
us in our faitb, and particularly in that 
ajpticle of it which declares, that ** the saints 
reigning with Christ offer up their prayers 
for mankind.*' ^ It ought to excite our fer- 
v<>ur in begging the aidof their intercession 
•^ith our common Lord ; being assured that 
tliese, oijir l^retbreu and fellow-citizens, have 
not lost either their will or the power to 
assist us, by entering into the regions of 
eternal charity, and by becoming the cour- 
tiers of the Great Kin^, but that, as a holy 
father assures us, " Whilst they are secure 
of their own happiness, they are solicitous 
about ours." 

To enable the reader to comply with the 
above solemn exhortation and advice, tlie 
Litanies of St. Wenefride, wilU U\^ '^^-si^s^'^^'?^ 
and Hymn, are hereunto toiw^^fe^. 
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AM 

HISTOBICAL DESCEIPTION 

OF 

ST. WENEFRIDE'S WELL, 

AT 

HOLYWELL, TLINTSHIEE, 

NORTH WALES, 

Which Spring produces every minute^ Night amdDay, 
One Hund/red Tons of Water. 



Holywell may be considered at present 
as the principal town in North Wales. Its 
population, its wealth, its commerce, and its 
manufactures, entitle it to that station. Its 
situation is highly propitious for trade. 
The powerful current of the far-famed foun- 
tain of St. Wenefride propels the machinery 
of several large factories in its short course 
of about a mile to the sea. The expansion 
of the Dee is ready at hand, to bear on its 
bosom the produce of its industry ; and its 
nihabitants are both wealthy and public 
spirited. The town is a^ac\out^, Vi^^lthy^ 
and a>greeahle, pleasantly em\io^^^^ m ^\i- 
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circling hills. The houses ia general are 
good, and their tenants of the female sex, in 
many iaatances, handsome and accomplished. 
It altogether bears an air of considerable 
opulence, and has of late been brilliantly 
lighted with gas. To such who require the 
use of a cold bath, few places are more pro* 
per ; for besides the excellence of the waters, 
^i^eediog good medical assistance, and com* 
fort«;bie accommodations may be found here ; 
and the mind entertained and the body ex- 
ercised i^ a variety of beautiful rides and 
walks., i^u admirer of the worka of art 
may, at th^ place, find his taste amply grati- 
fied by vie^iicing the numerous works of lead, 
calamine, copper, brass, and cotton. Ita 
population amounts to about 9000 inhabi- 
tants, and the number of houses, 3000. 

At the foot of this town is that remark- 
able spring from which it received its name, 
and which has excited so much surprise and 
curiosity. 

The spring is the finest in these king- 
doms ; it never freeses, and scarcely varies 
in the quantity of water, in droughts, nor 
after the greatest rains. Afier a violent 
fall of rain it becomes rather discoloured. 
It boils up with vast impetuosity out of a 
rock, and is formed into & b^i«u\3AM\3\. ^j^X^sy^j^x"^ 
we}}, covered with a ric\v avc\\, %u>^>^w\»'^^1 
plJJura. Til© roof U exc\>iv«Ou«\^ c^vwoj^j-*^ 
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stone. Immediately over the fountain is 
the legend of St. Wenefride, on a pendant 
projection, with the arms of England at the 
bottom: a number of fine ribs secure the 
arch, whose intersections are coupled with 
sculpture. It exhibits a remarkable spec- 
tacle, and is one of the most wonderful 
works of nature. The water rises with such 
force, and in such vast quantities, that, al- 
though but a mile from the sea, it instantly 
forms a river, and constantly supplies seve- 
ral mills and manufactories. , 

The accommodation for bathei^ is exceed- 
ingly convenient ; every person has the im- 
mediate benefit of the'wAtei; as it springs 
up, and need be under nq apprjehensiph of 
receiving the ill effects of farmer bather^i, as 
the water which each person bathes in is 
immediately carried away^.by its va$t im- 
petuosity. 

Over this spring is a Chapel, now con- 
verted into a School, under the superintend- 
ence of Mr. James Williams, of the same 
date with the other buildings; a neat piece 
of gothic architecture. Tiie east end is a 
])entagon, and had five windows with elegant 
tracery. The windows in this Chapel im- 
jjends a vast height over the bathing Well. 
Several peraouB (not in their sober senses) 
^javo leaped from this window \\\V.o >i>cv^'SK^v,^r^ 
^/lliout receiving any oV\ier ^am?^'^^ nXvwj. 
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the smart caused by the dashing on the sur- 
face from their exalted station. It is also 
remembered, that one John Blackwall, of 
Llanasa, took a far more desperate leap into 
the same water, from the churchyard wall, 
almost adjoining to the chapel. Here, had 
he not reached the water, the consequence 
would have been, that of being dashed to 
pieces, on the flags. 

One circumstance asserted of this spring, 
which to some may seem incredible, will at 
any time be demonstrated to the curious. 
By the guage the basin will hold About two 
hundred and forty tons of water^ which when 
emptied, is filled again in less than two 
minutes. The experiment was ;tried for a 
wager, on Tuesday the twelfth of July, 1731, 
Mr. Price, the rector of Holywell, Mr. Wil- 
liams, Mr. Wynne, Dr. Taylor, and several 
other gentlemen being present ; when to 
the surprise of the company, the well filled 
in less than two minutes, which proves that 
St. Wenefride's spring rises more than one 
hundred tons of water in a minute. This 
basin is six feet deep, and yet the water is 
so clear that a pin may be seen at the bot« 
tom. 



LITANY 

OF 

SAINT WENEFRIDE. 



Lord, have iliefcy 'upon us. 

Chrisi;, hiaive 'tiierdy upon us. 

lidrd, have metej upon us. 

Gbd'tUe "Fath^lr' of 'heaven, have inerej upon 

lis. 
Ood the Son, ^Redeemer of mankind, have 

mercy iipon us. 
God th^ &oly Ghdst, have mercy upon us. 
Ho]y Trinity^ one God, have mercy upon 

us. 
Holy Mary, 
Holy Mother of .God, 

Holy Virgin of Virgiifti, *V 

O Blessed St. Wenefride, ^ ^ 

O humble and mild vii^gin, v^ 

O glorious spouse of Cbrtst, ? 

O devout and chari table ^virgin, p 

O sireet comforter of the = rifflicted, 
'^swffuhr example of chastity, 
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O radiant star, 

O fairest flower of the British nation, 
O admirable and elect vessel, ^ 

O mirror of chastity, ,§ 

O mirror of devotion, Vt^ 

O mirror of piety, 't 

O bright lamb of sanctity, § 

O golden image of angelic purity, ' 
O hope and safety of distressed pilgrims. 
That we may be delivered from all ini- 
quity. 
That we may be delivered froln all dis- 
ordered passions of 'the mind, O 
That we may be deliveired frdin the de- g^ 
ceits of the worid, flesh anrd the dfevil^ ^ 
That we may be delivered from lill Otfea- §^ 
sions of sin, ^ 
That -We may be delivered from 'nfB. § 
plague, famine and war, § 
That we may be delivered from the ^^ 
wrath of (^6d and 'eternal damnatidii, ^ 
That we and alPsinners may haVe 'k. 'ti'iie ^ 
contrition aiid full remission 'Of 'dtfi* j^ 
sins, '^ 
That all schisniktics, heretics, krid HtM- ^ 
dels, may be converted to 'the %oly Vt^ 
Catholic and apostolical faith, , ^ 
That we may always hate sin MBi ovec- % 

come all temptation, 
That we may despiae a\\ ^^otV^ ^^xi^^^Ss?^ 
and deJights, 
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Thab we all may ever fear God, and 

fulfil His holy will, 
That we maj ha?e both spiritual and 

corporal health, 
That we may devoutly effect chastity 

and purity of life, 
That we may ferrefiitly love humility and 

mildness, O 

That we may delight- in pious prayer, g^ 

fasting, and charitable almsi . ^ 

That we may discreetly and fervently g. 

continue in the e:ierci8e of godliness, <S 
That we may cheerfully and constantly §* 

suffer for the Idve of Christ, i 

That the sduls in purgatory, and allf af- ^ 

flicted persons, may obtain heavenly i 

consolations, ^^ 

That o»r benefactors and 'all that labour ^"^ 

to save souls, may be blessed with ^ 

abundaiiiee of grace, and everlasting ^ 

life, ^ 

That we may enjoy true peaee^ dnd end- :^ 

less felicity, ,§ 

That God of His abundant mercy will 

vouchsafe to bless this our pilgrimage. 
That by the pious intercession it may be 

to the perfect health of our souls and 

bodies. 
That thou wiJfc vouchsafe to grant our 
requests, blessed WenelVvd©, 
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Let us Fray. 

Almighty and eyerlasting G-od, who hast 
adorned St. Wenefride with the reward of 
virginity, grant us, we beseech Thee, by her 
pious intercession, to set aside the delights 
of the world, and obtain with her the throne 
of everlasting glory. Through Jesus Christ 
Thy Son, who, with Thee, liveth and reign- 
eth in the unity of the Holy Qhost, for ever. 
Amen. 



Another Prayer. 

Almighty and everlasting Ood, we hum- 
bly beseecn Thee, that blessed St. Wene- 
fride may obtain for us such spiritual and 
temporal benefits as are expedient for Thy 
holy service and our eternal salvation. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
who, with Thee and the Holy G-host, liveth 
and reigneth e?er one God, world without 
end. Amen. 



8* 
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Eymn in honour qf St. Wenejride, 

Sweet as the rose that soenta the yemal year ; 
Ttite as the #hite that spotlesft lilies wefti^, 
Oilce o'er this i6le her sainted odoiit spread. 
Chaste sponse of Christ, the Virgin Wenemde. 

Ffim'd for her birth of noble British race ; 
Ennobled more hy gitts of heavenly grraoe, 
By faith she liy'd ; with hope she constant Boar*d 
On loTe's pnre wings to Him her heart ador'd. 

Madd'ning with rage at passion's suit denied, 
In her pnre blood bis hands fierce Cradock dyed ; 
Instant, with horror struck, earth op'd her womb, 
And hnrl'd the murderer to his fiery tomb. 

Where earth reoeiy'd the virgin's sacred blood, 
A fount miraculous pours its healing flood ; 
Sweet-scented moss proclaims her spotless breast, 
And blood-streak'd stones her martyrdom attest. 

Hither the blind, the deaf, the lame repair, 

And pour to HeaVn with faith their suppliant 

prayer, 
Here at the sacred fount present their vows, 
And HeaVn to each the wished for cure bestows. 

Thine ear propitious, holy virgin, bend : 
Thine aid to thy devoted clients lend. 
And from the throne of Mercy's potent King, 
Health to our wounded souls and bodies bring. 
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A Trayer to St Wenefride, 

O blessed Wenefride, pure yirgin and 

Slorious martyr, so especially elected, so 
ivinely graced, and wonderfully restored 
from death to life. O singular Jiope of all 
that fly unto thee with full confidence and 
humility: though unworthy, yet we, thy 
devoted pilgrims, make our addresses unto 
thee. O sanctuary of piety, look upon us 
with patient eyes, receiye our petitions, ac^ 
cept our ofierings, and present our suppli- 
cations to the throne of mercy, that through 
those thy powerful intercessions, God will 
be pleased to bless this our pilgrimage, and 
grant us our request and desires. Through 
Jesus Christ His Son, who, with Qod the 
Father, and the Holy Ghost, liveth and 
reigneth, ever one God, world without end. 
Amen. 



Anoth er JPrayer to St. Wenefride. 

blessed St. "Wenefride, O glorious vipgin 
and martyr, who hast admirably beautified 
with the purple of thy blood,t\i^T«:t^"^ax^ 
of thy innocent life, ^\\ot£i ^^^V-w^.^^ 
apecially chosen, so \i\g\A7 ^tW-^^^.^^^^*^^' 
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wonderfully restored to life again, gracing 
thee with the honour of a living martyr, 
causing a fountain miraculously to spring, 
bearing a perpetual memory of thy name, 
for the relief of all diseased and distressed 
pilgrims, who shall devoutly beg thy power- 
fvX intercession. O, blessed St. Wenefride, 
hear the prayers and receive the humble 
supplications of thy poor devout pilgrims, 
and obtain that by thy pious intercession, 
Gh)d, of His infinite mercy, will be pleased 
to grant us a full pardon and remission of 
our sins, and a blessing to this our pilgrim- 
age ; and that we may increase and perse- 
^ vere in God's grace, and enjoy Him eter- 
nally in heaven. This we beg of thee, O 
blessed virgin and martyr, for Jesus Christ 
our Lord and Saviour's sake. Amen. 



THE PENITENT'S LITANT. 



tffape merc^ on me, O God, according to 
•Thy great mercy , 

And according to the multitude &f Thy iefKk* 
*der mercieSy Hot out my iniquity, (P«.) 

Lord, have ip,ercy on me. 

Christ, have -mercy on me* 

God the Father of Heaven , 

Have mercy on me. , , i 

God the Sod, Kedeemer of the World^ 

'Save msrcy on me. 

God the Holy Ghost, 'Perfecter of tfce 
• elect, — Save mercy on fi^e. 

Jloly Trinity, 01?^ God, 

Save mertfy on ine. ^ < . . i . 

God, who, by the voice of Hiy prji- 
;phets and apostles, ' eallest upoii usiztces^ 
eantly, to be cop verted, j^nd;to nbaudon out 
evil ways, — Save mercy on me. 

Divine Saviour, Jeau« C\\\\s\.,'^V<2k ^•»ssa.^'^ 
Thy self on earth, to eaW ^m\ifet^ ^.^ x^^^x^ 
ance, — Save mercy on me* 
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Jesus, the good Shepherd, who earnest 
amoDgst us to seek, and to save, the lost 
sheep, — Have mercy on me, 

Jesus, who hast declared, that unless we 
do penance, we shall perish everlastingly, — 
Have mercy on me, 

Jesus, who desirest not tlie death of the 
sinner ; but that he be converted, and maj 
live, — Hct^e mercy on me, 

Jesus, who hast assured us, that there 
shall be joj in heaven over one sinner, that 
is converted, and does penance, — Have mercy 
on me, 

Jesils, tvho, in the example of the prodigal 
son, rettttning home to the bosom of his 
father,- hast inspired us with confidence in 
Thy tenderness, — Have mercy on me, 

JesttS, who, for the sake, and salvation, of 
sinnersj tvasit pleased to undergo so many 
hardships^ iaibours, and fatigues, — Have 
mercy on iHH, 

Jesus, who didftt not refuse to receive 
publicans, and public sinnere, in order to 
draw them to repentance, — Have mercy on 
me. 

Jesus, who callest upon us to be converted 
to Thee with all our hearts, — Have mercy on 

Have mercy upon me, Loxd, and hear 
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TLave mercy upon me, O ZiOfd; Ufid hear 
fny petition. 

Prom all ey\\,—I>elivef #<?, 't> I^ct. 

Prom all sin ,—DelivSh 'fhe, ^6 I^&. 

Prom the spirit of irppeniteneoj an^ froftl 
all hardness of hetkrtf^iDetibigr me, O tL&td, 

Prom final impdttifeiiee^^ — 7)eliver me, ^ 
Xord. 

By Thy baptism, add holy fasting, — 5%- 
liverme, O Lord. 

By Thy labouA, and ^(tooWs;— *D<^W4«^ 
me, O Lord, 

By the merits of I'h^ ^rediousjijrtod, 
nrhieh Thou hast shed iot my 8ins,--59tfZ»rer 
me, O Lord. _ . 

On the day of judgment,-^K??/i7^ me, O 
Lord, 

That Thou wouldst ydiichdaffe, in Thy 
mercy, to create in me a ipew heart, and « 
new mind, — I beseech Thee'Ub'Ktar me. 

That Thou wouldst vouchsafe to conducit 
^ne to true pepentance,-^!Z''ic«tfe(?A Thee to 
hear me. 

That as I have imitated the prodigal in 
his sins, so I may also iihitate him in his 
flOPTOw, — I beseech Thee A hear me. 

That as I am the lost sheep, so Thou, as 
the G-ood Shepherd, wilt kindly carry me 
back to the fold upon TVrj ^ws^^^-r^^— X 
deseeeh Thee to hear me. . , 

That aa, hitherto, 1 Vit)(.\e ^«\^^ \^^Q^^ 
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unto iuiquity, so lienceforth, I may serve 
justice unto sanctification, — I beseech Thee 
to hear me. 

That I may cultivate all the virtues of the 
truly penitent, and bring forth worthy fruits 
of piety, — I beseech Thee to hear me. 

That« for the time to come, renouncing 
all impiety, and worldly desires, I may live 
chastely, soberly, and innocently, — I beseech 
^Thee to hear me, 

Th^t Thou give me the grace, and courage, 
to resist my pasi^ions; to bend my will to 
obedience to Thy }aws; and to crucify my 
vflesh, wi);h i^ vices, and concupiscences, — 1 
'heseech -Thee to hear me, 
. That, like the prudent virgins in the gos* 
pel, I may be alWays watchful } mav cherish 
fprayer, and cultivate industry,— J beseech 
Thee to Hdar ite. 

That I may, with confidence, have re- 
' course to the throne of grace, that so I may 
^obtain grace in seasonable aid, — I beseech 
Thee to hear ine. 

That Thou deal pot with me according to 
•my sins; but, in Thy infinite tenderness, 
have pity upon me, — I beseech Thee to hear 
me* 

That I may so purify myself by penance, 
/and by the flufferings of this life, as to avoid 
those' torments^ which are xea^iNfe^ ^ot >iN\^ 
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impenitent hereafter, — I beseech Thee to hear 
vte. 

Son of God, — I heaeech Thee to hear me, 

Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the world, — 8par$ me^ 0,Lori, 

O Lamb of God, who takest away, th§. sins 
of the world,— jBT^flfr me^ O.Lord* 

O Lamb of God, who takest away the sins 
of the. w.orld,— -J2ar^ mercy upon, n^e, O, 
Lardi 



I,- i 



Prayer, 

O Bather of mercies, and tender Physi- 
cian of our souls, I liave grievously sinned 
against Thee ; and am no morio wor,thy to 
be called Thy child* I. bave repaid Thy 
benefits, with ingratitude, and Thy graces 
with neglect. I have merited l^hy displea- 
sure ; and deserved the heavy weight of Thy 
punishments. Feelingly sensible of this my 
unhappy state, behold, I now present myself 
before Thee to implore Thy pardon. Par- 
don me, then, O God of love ; and remem- 
ber not the sins of my past life. Eemember 
only, that Thou art my Father ; and that I 
am stiJJ Thy child. Thy met^^ vNaW ^-vj.^^^'^ 
the greataeaa of my miaety • \^^CkKt^\a^^^^ 
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God, unworthy sinner as I am, I will not 
cease to confide in Thee. In Thee, Lord, 
I have trusted, ]et me be not confounded 
for ever. I propose, from henceforth, daily 
to bewail my past ingratitude ; and I now 
make, at Thy feet, the firm resolution never 
more to offend Thee mortally : and to fly, 
with the most prudent care, from all those 
occasions which I know, by experience, are 
the most dangerous to my weakness. I will 
adopt, by the help of Thy grace, the securest 
means of overcoming my passions, and of 
subduing my evil habits, through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord. Amen, 



TUK END. 
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